
GOINGJ ON ABOUT TO^^'N
A CON5CIENTIOU5 CALENDAR OF EVENT5 OF INTERE5T

THE THEATRE
(This week and next, some theatres, as indicat
ed below, are rearranging their schedules,
because of Christmas and New Year s Day.
There may be further changes, so it would be
wise to check with the newspapers before mak
ing plans.)

PLAYS AND MUSICALS
Anything Goes—Under the clever direction of

Terry Zaks, this exuberant revival is primari
lya celebration ofCole Porter himself. The li
bretto, as revised from the original by
Timothy Crouse and John Weidman, is C9n-
sistently entertaining. The company, which
includes Bill McCutcheon, Howard McGillin,
Patti LuPone, Anthony Heald, and Kathleen
Mahony-Bennett, does more than justice to
the words and score. (Reviewed inour ^sue of
11/2/87.) (Vivian Beaumont, Lincoln Center.
239-6200. Tuesdays through Saturd^s e^
cept Christmas Eve, at 8. Matin6es Wedne^
days and Saturdays at 2, and Sundays at 3.
Special performance Sunday, Dec. 27,
7:30.)

and Saturdays at 2, and Sundays at 3.
Special jjerformances Sunday, Dec. 27, at 7,
and Tuesday, Dec. 29, at 8.)

Breaking the Code—Derek Jacobi gives an ac
complished performance as the English
ematician AlanTuring, who helped crack the
German Enigma code during the war, but
Hugh Whitemore's script is more vehicle
than play. Michael Cough, Rachel Gurney,
and Jenny Agutter are among the good sui^
porting actors. Clifford Williams was the di
rector. (11/30/87) (Neil Simon 250 W. 52nd
St. 246-0102. Tuesdays through Saturdaysat
8. MatineesWednesdays and Saturdays at 2,
and Sundays at 3.)

Burn This—Lanford Wilson's play, can be con
sidered an occasion for an astonishing
mance by John Malkovich, as a foulmouthed
restaurant manager who woos wins ms
dead brother's dancing partner. The support
ingactors—Joan Allen, Jo^^^than Hogan, and
Lou Liberatore—are also good. Marshall W.
Mason was the director, and the distin
guished setting was desigi^d by John .uee
Beatty and lighted by Dennis
(10/26/87) (Plymouth, 236W.45th St. 239-
6200. Nightly, except Sundays and Christ
mas Eve, at 8. Matinees Wednesda;ys, except
Dec. 23, and Saturdays at 2. Special perfor
mances Sunday, Dec. 27, at 3 and 8.)

Cabaret—This tasteful revival of the 1966 mu
sical byJohn Kander and Fred Ebb is direct
ed by Harold Prince and has three things go
ing for it: a sterling performance by Alyson
Reed, who plays Sally Bowles as she was al
ways meant to be played and then some, a
gloriously muted and subtle Joel Jf'
creating his role as the Emcee; and a slightly
rewritten book by Joe Masteroff, the
librettist, which, while not entirely success
ful, suggests that what's caught so many
imaginations in the story ofSally Bowles has
something to do with relations between het
erosexualwomenand bisexual men. (ly^o^
(Imperial, 249 W. 45th St. 239-6200. Tues
days through Saturdays, except Christmas
Eve, at 8. Matinees Wednesdays and Satur
days at 2, and Sundays at 3. Special perfor
mances Sunday and Monday, Dec. 27-28, at
8)

Circle Repertory Company—Timothy Masons
jokey little comedy, only you, about love and
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are distracted, to some extent, by Park Over
all, Bruce McCarty, Rob Gomes, and Richard
Seff. Ron Lagomarsino directed. John Lee
Beattv's set is a knockout. (12/21/87) (99
Seventh Ave. S. 924-7100. Tuesdays through
Saturdays, except Christmas Eve, at 8, and
Sundays at 7:30. Matinees Saturdays at 2
and Sundays at 3. Closes Sunday, Jan. 3.)

The Day Room—A play by Don DeLillo, with
Mary Beth Hurt, Mason Adams, and Michele
Shay. (Manhattan Theatre Club, at City
Center, 131 W. 55th St. 246-8989. Nightly,
except Christmas Eve and New Year s Eve,
at 8. Matinees Saturdays and Sundays at
2:30.)

Don't Get God Started—A gospel musical that
is all but done in by amplification. The music
and lyrics were by Marvin Winans, and Ron
Milner wrote the brief, parable-like playlets
between the songs. Mr. Milner directed.
(11/9/87) (Longacre, 220 W. 48th St. 239-
6200. Tuesdays through Saturdays, except
Christmas Eve, at 8, and Sundays at 7:30.
Matinees Saturdays at 2 and Sundays at 3;

special matinee Wednesday, Dec. 23, at 3.)
Driving Miss Daisy—Alfred Uhry's play is more

a sentimental than a dramatic occasion,
which tells of the growing attachment of a
cranky old woman in Atlanta to her black
chauffeur. What gives the evening distinction
is the performance—the fine acting of Dana
Ivey and Morgan Freeman, under Ron
Lagomarsino's direction. (4/27/87) Qohn
Houseman, 450 W. 42nd St. 564-8038. Tues
days through Saturdays, except Christmas
Eve and New Year's Day, at 8. Mati
nees Wednesdays and Saturdays at 2, and
Sundays at 3. Special performances Sunday,
Dec. 27, at 7, and Monday, Dec. 28, at 8.)

Flora, the Red Menace—John Kander and Fred
Ebb have written additional songs for this
revised version of their 1965 musical; the
completely new book, based on Lester Atwell's
"Love Is Just Around the Corner," is by
David Thompson. Reopens Monday, Dec. 28.
(Vineyard llieatre, 309 E. 26th St. 683-
0696. Nightly, except Sundays, at 8. Mati
nees Saturdays at 3.)

Frankie and Johnny in the Clair de Lune—Ter-
rence McNally's enchanting comedy about
sex and the sudden onset of love in an apart
ment on Tenth Avenue in the Fifties. Kathy
Bates and Kenneth Welsh give remarkable
performances, under the direction of Paul
Benedict. (11/9/87) (Westside Arts, 407 W.
43rd St. 541-8394. Tuesdays through Fridays,

TABLE OF CONTENT5

THE TALK OF THE TOWN 33

"SREETINSS, FRIENDS!" (POEM) Roger Angell 39

"YOUR BOOK SAVED MY LIFE, MISTER" Garrison Keillor 40

"HORATIO'S TRICK" Ann Beattie 42

"CHIMES" (POEM) Laura Jensen 46

ONWARD AND UPWARD WITH THE ARTS (BUG ART) Sue Hubbell 79
Whitney Balliett 90

the CURRENT CINEMA Pauline Kael 92

LETTER FROM BEIJIN© C. Shapiro 96

AROUND CITY HALL Andy Logan 104

books Updike 1X9
BRIEFLY NOTED 123

COVER: Lonni Sue Johnson

DRAWINGS: Henry Martin, Richard Cline, James Stevenson, Edward Koren, Stan Hunt,
Donald Reilly, Mischa Richter, Al Ross, Bernard Schoenbaum, Roz Chast,
George Price, J. B. Handelsman, Robert Weber, William Steig, Mick Stevens,
Charles Barsotti, Jack Ziegler, Edward Frascino, Michael Maslin

the new YORKER

25 WEST 43RD STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036
(212) 840-3800

JUB5CRIPTION JERVICE
To inquire about a sulscription or to cliange an address, please write to The New Yorker, Box 56447, Boulder,
Colorado 80322, or telephone 1-800 525-0643 (in Colorado 303 447-9330). For achange of address, subscribers should

give four weeks* notice. If possible, please send theaddress label from a recent issue.

o ....hiiQhPfi weeKiy byThe New Yorker Magazine. Inc., 25 W. 43rd St., N.Y.. N.Y. 10036; Steven T.Florio, president and publisher;TheNew Yorker (ISSN 0028-792X), Rebecca Wesson Darwin, vice-president and associate publisher; Sam R. Spoto, vice-president; Stuart H. Jason, vice-
Jonathan E. Newhouse, and human resources director; Lynn W. Guthrie, advertising director; Frank Mustacato, circulation director Branch
president ^nd treasurer; Ruth A. Diem^^^ Chicago, 111. 60601; 41 Osgood Place San Francisco. Calif. 94133; Suite 2360, 5900 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles. Calif. 90036,
advertising offices: 111 East Wacker^urive, c« t nn/inn wiv .. CnaH NE. Atlanta. GA
67>4 Chestnut St., Boston, Mass.y^"
30305; 2500 So, Dixie Highway,

Other fweTgn onrywr, $56.00, payable in advance. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The New Yorker, Box 56447, Boulder, Colorado 80322.



,
V

r
-.v

V
..

R
:

i

D
ec.2

8
,1

9
8

7
T

H
E

P
ric

e
$1.75

N
L

W
Y

O
H

K
E

IlL
f
.

T
O

H
V

>
0

V


