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PLAYS AND MUSICALS

Anything Goes—Under the clever direction of
Jerry Zaks, this exuberant revival is primari
ly a celebration of Cole Porter himself. The
libretto, as revised from the original by
Timothy Crouse and John Weidman, is con
sistently entertaining. The company, which
includes Bill McCutcheon, Howard McGillin,
Patti LuPone, Anthony Heald, and Kathleen
Mahony-Bennett, does more than justice to
the words and score. (Reviewed in our issue of
11/2/87.) (Vivian Beaumont, Lincoln Center.
239-6200. Tuesdays through Saturdays at 8.
Matinees Wednesdays and Saturdays at 2,
and Sundays at 3.)

Boys' Life—Directed by W. H. Macy, Howard
Korder's engrossing new play is an eminently
quotable postmodern comedy of manners
that makes an intelligent contribution to the
dialogue on the battle between the sexes.
(Reviewed in this issue.) (Mitzi E. Newhouse,
Lincoln Center. 239-6200, Tuesdays through
Saturdays at 8, and Sundays at 7:30. Mat
inees Saturdays and Sundays at 2.)

The Boys Next Door—The "boys" are three re
tarded men and a schizophrenic who, under
professional supervision, share an apartment.
Tom Griffin's good play, though inevitably
touching, is also often very funny, and never
sentimental. It is acted to near-perfection by
a first-rate company, which includes (Chris
tine Estabrook, Josh Mostel, and William
Jay. (2/22/88) (Lambs, 130 W. 44th St.
997-1780. Tuesdays through Saturdays at 8.
Matinees Wednesdays and Saturdays at 2,
and Sundays at 3.)

Breaking the Code—Derek Jacobi is accom
plished and fascinating as the English math
ematician Alan Turing, who helped crack the
German Enigma code during the war, but
Hugh Whitemore's script is more vehicle
than play. Michael Gough, Rachel Gurney,
and Jenny Agutter are among the good sup
porting actors. Clifford Williams was the di
rector. (11/30/87) (Neil Simon, 250 W. S2nd
St. 246-0102. Tuesdays through Saturdays at
8. Matinees Wednesdays and Saturdays at 2,
and Sundays at 3.)

Burn This—Lanford Wilson's play can be con
sidered an occasion for an astonishing perfor
mance by John Malkovich, as a foulmouthed
restaurant manager who woos and wins his
dead brother'sdancing partner.The support
ing actors—Joan Allen,Jonathan Hogan, and
Lou Liberatore—are also good. Marshall W
Mason was the director, and the distin
guished settmg was designed by John Lee
Beatty and lighted by Dennis Parichv
(10/26/87) (Plymouth, 236 W. 4Sth St 239:
6200, Nightly, except Sundays, at 8 Mati
nees Wednesdays and Saturdays at 2,)

Cabaret—This tasteful revival of the 1966 mu-
sical by John Kander and Fred Ebb (direct
ed by Harold Prince) hasa gloriously muted
Joel Grey re-creating his role as the Emcee
an^d a sterling performance by Alyson Reed,
who plays Sally Bowles as she was always
meant to be played. (11/2/87) (Minqknff4Sth St^west of Broadway' 869-0550 Tuef:
days through Saturdays at 8 Matin^ipc
Wednesdays and Saturdays at 2, and Sun
days at 3.) "

The Cherry Orchard—Even the fine perfor
mances of Erlapd Josephson as wistful han
less Gaev and Zeljko Ivanek as scruffy pas'
sionate Trofimov cannot shed light on PeLr
ferDieceTf^8%P/wM"'°" Chlkhov^ mTs
r:r.'
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urdays at 8, and Sundays at 7. Matinees Sat
urdays at 3 and Sundays at 2. Closes Sundav
April 10.)

Equity Library Theatre—A revival of leave it to
ME, Cole Porter's 1938 musical, is the sixth in
this season's series of eight productions
(Equity Library Theatre, 103rd St and
Riverside Dr. Nightly, except Mondays, at 8
Matinees Saturdays and Sundays at 2-30'
Closes Sunday, April 3. For information
about tickets, for which contributions are
requested, call 663-2028.)

Frankje and Johnny in the Clair de Lune Ter
rence McNally's enchanting comedy about
sexand the sudden onset of love in an apart
ment on Tenth Avenue in the Fifties. Kathv
Bates and Kenneth Welsh are remarkable
under the direction of Paul Benedict'
(11/9/87) (Westside Arts; 407 W 43?d St'
541-8394. Tuesdays through Saturdays at 8'

Sundaysat^l ) '̂' Saturdays and
The Gospel at Colonus—A revival of the 1983

musical by Bob Telson (score) and Lee
Breuer (book and lyrics). With Morgan
Freeman' Clarence Fountain and the Five
Bhnd Boys of Alabama, J. J. Farley and the

show what lurks beneath to
ventional fairy tales The ^ unlike amusicIfstaginJ of
The Uses of Enchantment '"th ^"•'̂ j'heim's

tysecond half degenerate.;
ophy. The costumes (bv Ann hand sets (by Tony Strai^es) are
at, and the songs are leamifi.F ?
sometimes both. The LnprK funny—

Peters andJoanna
Lapine. (11/16/87fA^"'

August Wilson, directfd P'ay by
Previews through Saturlt lU '̂̂ hards

Saturdays at 8; op'ening^fghT'itrr!
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In Performance at the White House
Hosted by the President andMrs. Reagan

A premiereperformance in celebration
ofBroadway's hitmusicals madepossible

bya grantfrom Ameritech.
Master of Ceremonies: Marvin Hamlisch

Featuring: Pearl Bailey, Jerry Orbach,
Judy Kuhn, Pamela Myers, and Special Guest

Jerry Herman

WEDNESDAY,MARCH 30,8 PM(EST) ON PBS
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS
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