GOINGS ON ABOUT TOWN

A CONSCIENTIOUS CALENDAR OF EVENTS OF INTEREST

THE THEATRE

PLAYS AND MUSICALS

ALL My SonNs—Arvin Brown (director) and his
capable company have made an acceptable
show out of Arthur Miller's clunky play,
which was first done here in 1947. Richard
Kiley is the villainous businessman who sells
defective parts to the Air Force. (Reviewed in
our issue of 5/4/87.) (Golden, 252 W. 45th
St. 239-6200. Tuesdays through Saturdays at
8. Matinées Wednesdays and Saturdays at 21
and Sundays at 3.)

AsiNamaLl—A brilliant play written and direct-
ed by South African playwright Mbongeni
Ngema, which was seen last fall at Lincoln
Center’s “Woza Afrika!” festival. (9/29/86)
(Jack Lawrence, 359 W. 48th St. 307-5452.
Tuesdays through Saturdays at 8. Matinées
Wednesdays and Saturdays at 2, and Sun-
days at 3.)

BuHe Spirit—This revival of Noél Coward’s
comedy is an almost total miss, a waste of the
talents of Geraldine Page and Blythe Danner,
among others. (4/13/87) (Neil Simon, 250
W. 52nd St. 757-8646. Tuesdays through Sat-
urdays at 8. Matinées Wednesdays and Sat-
urdays at 2, and Sundays at 3.)

Broabway Bouno—A rueful comedy in which
Neil Simon studies the middle-class depths
from which he sprang and has kept springing.
The cast includes Linda Lavin, Jonathan Sil-
verman, John Randolph, Philip Sterling, Ja-
son Alexander, and Phyllis Newman. The di-
rector is Gene Saks. (12/15/86) (Broad-
hurst, 235 W. 44th St. 239-6200. Nightly,
except Sundays, at 8. Matinées Wednesdays
and Saturdays at 2.)

CoastaL Distursances— Tina Howe’s funny and
beautiful play about love is set on a private
beach on Massachusetts' North Shore. An-
nette Bening, as a photographer from this
city, and Timothy Daly, as a lifeguard, are
the beguiling lovers, and among the other
actors, as summer people, are Rosemary
Murphy, Jonas Abry, Heather Mac Rae, and
Ronald Guttman. Carole Rothman is the di-
rector. (12/1/86) (Circle in the Square, 50th
St. west of Broadway. 239-6200. Tuesdays
through Saturdays at 8. Matinées Wednes-
days and Saturdays at 2, and Sundays at 3.)

Tre CoLored Museum—A sharp, satiric revue on
the subject of blackness and related matters
which is almost done in by damnable sound
amplification. George C. Wolfe was the clever
writer, and L. Kenneth Richardson the able
director. The performers, all of them splen-
did, are Loretta Devine, Tommy Hollis, Reg-
gie Montgomery, Vickilyn Reynolds, and
Danitra Vance, (11/10/86) (Public, 425
Lafayette St. 598-7150. Nightly, except
Mondays, at 8. Matinées Saturdays and Sun-
days at 3.)

THe Common Pursuit—An English import. Six
Cambridge undergraduates, in the sixties,
plan to launch a literary magazine in accor.
dance with the rigorous standards of the crit-
ic F. R. Leavis, and in the ensuing twen-
Ly years manage to breach these standards.
Simon Gray’s play, while not especially
original, is consistently entertaining, and it is
very well performed under the direction of
the dramatist and Michael McGuire.,
(11/3/86) (Promenade, Broadway at 76th St.
580-1313. Tuesdays through Saturdays at 8,
and Sundays at 7:30. Matinées Saturdays
and Sundays at 3.)

Drivineg Miss Daisy—Alfred Uhry’s play is more
a sentimental than a dramatic occasion,
which tells, in a series of brief scenes, of the
growing attachment of a cranky old woman
in Atlanta to her black chauffeur. What gives
the evening distinction is the performance—
the fine acting of Dana Ivey and Morgan
Freeman, under Ron Lagomarsino’s deft di-
rection. (4/27/87) (Playwrights Horizons,
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416 W. 42nd St. 279-4200. Tuesdays through
Fridays at 8; Saturdays at 7 and 10; and
Sundays at 7. Matinées Sundays at 3.)

EoucatiNg Rita—Austin  Pendleton plays the
scruffy, bookish professor and Laurie Metcalf
the brash, sharp-witted local hairdresser
whom he educates, bit by bit, in Willy Rus-
sell's delightful comedy, which is set in the
North of England. The good production is
by Chicago’s Steppenwolf Theatre Company;
Jeff Perry was the director. (Reviewed in this
issue.) (Westside Arts, 407 W. 43rd St. 541-
8394. Tuesdays through Saturdays at 8, and
Sundays at 7. Matinées Saturdays and Sun-
days at 3.)

ENsEMBLE Stubio THEATRE—A festival of one-
act plays. “Lady of Fadima,” by Edward Al-
lan Baker; “A Ripe Banana,”” by Jennifer
Lombard; “After School Special,”” by Keith
Reddin; “All for Charity,” by John Patrick
Shanley; and “Dinah Washington Is Dead,”
by Kermit Frazier: Wednesday and Thurs-
day, May 13-14, at 7:30; Saturday, May 16,
at 5 (previews) and 9 (opening);"and Mon-

day, May 18, and Thursday, May 21, at
7:30. ... 4 “The Author’s Voice,” by Richard
Greenberg; “The One About the Guy in the
Bar,” by Ernest Thompson; “The Last Out-
post at the Edge of the World,” by Stuart
Spencer; and “A Million Dollar  Glass of
Water,” by Anthony McKay: Friday, May
15, at 7:30; Sunday, May i7, at 3 and 7;
Wednesday, May 20, and Friday, May 22, at
7:30; and Saturday, May 23, at’5 and 9. (549
W. 52nd St. 247-3405. Through Monday,
June 15.)

EQuity Lisrary THEATRE— The final production of
the season will be a revival of wisH YOU WERE
HERE, a 1952 musical by Arthur Kober and
Joshua Logan (book) and Harold Rome (mu-
sic and lyrics). Opens on Thursday, May 14,
and will run through Sunday, June 7. (103rd
St. and Riverside Dr. Nightly, except Mon-
days, at 8. Matinées Saturdays and Sundays
at 2:30. For information about tickets, for
which contributions are requested, call 663-
2028.)

Fences—August Wilson’s play about a black
garbageman, formerly a baseball Flayer of
professional calibre, is as powerful as, and
even richer than, his “Ma Rainey’s Black
Bottom.” The triumphant performance, with
James Earl Jones in the leading role, support-
ed by Mary Alice, Courtney B. Vance,
Frankie R. "Faison, Ray Aranha, Charles
Brown, and Karima Miller, was directed by
Lloyd Richards. (4/6/87) (46th Street

TABLE OF CONTENTS

THE TALK OF THE TOWN . .

"“THE NEW FIRST LADY" .

“LET IT PASS" .

"THREE POEMS" PRI

A REPORTER AT LARGE (MIAMI) .

THE CURRENT CINEMA

THE THEATRE . L

THE SPORTING SCENE (GOLF) .

MUSICAL EVENTS . e ¢ s
"THE BROOKLYN MUSEUM OF ART" (POEM) .

BOOKS ol o &
BRIEFLY NOTED . .

COVER: J. J. Sempeé

DRAWINGS:

Robert Weber, Donald Reilly,

Roz Chast, Dean Vietor
Hunt, Edward Koren, W. B. p

ark, William Hamilt

. Randy C
. Mavis G
OstpMandelstam 40
« David Rieff 65
Paitline Kael"™Vi844 4
. Edith Oliver 87
- Herbert Warren Wind 89
- Andrew Porter 107
. Billy Collins 109
- John Updike 110
"% T 115

, Warren Miller, Stan
on, Michael Maslin, Mick

THE NEV YORKER

25 WEST 43RD STREET, NEW YORK, N.y. 10036
(212) 840-3800

In ordering a change of address
and new addresses, with Zip Cod,

THE NEW YorkER (ISSN 0028-792X),
Jonathan E. Newhouse, executive vice-
president and treasurer; Ruth A. Diem,
advertising offices: 111 East Wac
67)% Chestnut St Boston, Mass, 02108:

4y, Miami, FL 33133; 3016 Mason Place. Ty 3 P ublishers Re
ffices. Aut'horizcd as second-class Vmailmll))\zli' Lll;% %.30?39(.)V0L XU, No. 13, M
azine, Inc., in the United States and Cang a. ighi £

iption rates: In [ ¢

N.Y. and at additional mailing o
© 1987 by The New Vorker Mag
The New Yorker. Printed in US.A. Subscr

Other foreign, one vear, $52.00, payable in

published weekly by The New Yorker Magazi .

president; Rebecca Wesson Darwin, w_ce_glam_\e, e 25 W. 43
vice-president and human resources direct
ker Drive, Chicago, TII. 60601; 41 Os

advance. POSTMASTER: Send

)rcident and associa
or; Lynn W. i
good Place, Sap e
on, W1V 5DN. Me

rie, adver

S. and possess;

CHANGE o

rdSt., N.y.
te publisher X
Vi i lisin.g director; Frank M
rancisco, Calif, 94133; Suite 2360, 5900 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif. 90036;

lawa, Canada, and for f postage in cash.
2 part of this periodical may be Snced withons 1os
tSsions, one year, $32.00; two vea

address changes 19 The New Vor

—————

F ADDRES S
, subscribers should
es. If possible, ple

give four weeks' notice, providing b"”f old
ase send he address label from a recent issue.

I\é\ﬁ 10036; Steven T, Florio, president and publisher;
« Sa

m R. Spoto, vice-president; Stuart H. Jason, vice-

ay 18, 1987. Second-class postage paid at New York,

reproduced without the consent of
TS, $52.00. In Canada, one

ker, 25 W. 43rd S o Lengrl

, New York, N.y. 10036.

=

This typical clock
is a distinctive
feature of

all Swissotels:
Hotel Interna-
tional Zurich,
Hotel Président
Geneva, Hotel
Bellevue Palace
Berne, Hotel

Le Plaza Basle,
Le Lausanne
Palace,

Le Montreux
Palace,
Amsterdam
Ascot Hotel,
The Drake Hotel
New York,

The Lafayette
Hotel Boston,
The Swiss Grand
Hotel Chicago
(opening
summer 1988),
The Crystal
Palace Hotel
Tianjin/

PR China,

The Swiss Grand
Hotel Seoul
(opening late
1987).

For information
or reservation
please contact
the hotel directly,
your travel agent
or Swissuair/
HORIS.
Swissotel -
Swiss precision
in hospitality.
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The Drake in New York, as one example, is conveniently located on the corner of Park Avenue
and 56th Street. Or the Bellevue Palace in downtown Berne, with the Aare river below ang
the Bernese Alps on the horizon. But Swissétels are not highly rated because of their location
alone: attentive service, superb cuisine and a discreet ambiance are equally Important assets.
Regardless of the Swissotel you choose, you will be on the right spot to effectively attend to
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