procity, organic solidarity, and dual-
istic structures.
All human societies survive through
exchanges in the form of language,
economic obligations and females. In
populations where females are selec-
tively allotted to males in terms of kin-
ship sets, one generally will find a
numerical discrepancy among the
sexes. Among small societies that
possess highly formalized rules of
marriage, this discrepancy results in
female exchange as the most vital form
of reciprocity. In order that each so-
cial unit (i.e., lineage) may obtain its
share of females, a group must ex-
change sisters and daughters with
other social units to acquire wives
who will produce future daughters.
There are numerous ways in which
wives are obtained, but Lévi-Strayss
argues that certain forms are more
effective.
Lévi-Strauss’s conception of these
relationships is always on the formal
| ideal level of analysis where primitive
elements, parsimony and abstraction
are stressed as models that are amen-
able to transformations, Functiong|
properties of marriage systems or how
the structure operates are not impor-
tant to his analysis. He ignores demo-
graphic, ecological and economijc
determinants of marriage relation-
ships.
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tation of the empirical.

The analogy for this means
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grammar provides the rules are
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pressed in a socially mean'_”gﬁa”y to
Lévi-Strauss’s debt goes "' of his
Roman Jakobson, but in terrrds argue
more recent works one CO!.Jh oam
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