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Images That Heal: A Doubtful Idea
Whose Time Has Come

By Maggie Scarf

O. Carl Simonton, a doctor who
admits to a profound fear of death, is
convinced that despair and other
“‘megative emotions’’ cause cancer
and that victims can cure
themselves with a special form of
positive thinking. A critical look at
the theory, the technique,

and the man.
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Separate Worlds of Taste

By Linda Bartoshuk

The same things taste different to
different people. For instance, there
are those who find that brushing the
teeth before breakfast spoils the
orange juice and that eating a
certain West African ““miracle fruit”
takes away the sourness of lemons.
Laboratory researchers look to
chemistry and the genes for

an explanation of these and other
flavorful mysteries.
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Schlemiel Children

By Seymour and Rhoda Lee Fisher
Some troubled adolescents cope’
with unhappiness by trying to make
life into a string of foolish jokes.
Such youngsters are frequently the
offspring of parents who expect too
much, and they have a lot in
common with professional comics.
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The Gospel According to Helen

By John Koffend

A Course in Miracles assures us that
love is universal and fear
nonexistent. The three volumes of
this underground best-seller contain
500,000 words, and the
septuagenarian Helen claims that
Christ himself dictated them to her.
Traditional religious groups may
take offense, but hundreds of well-
educated, middle-class mystics
believe Helen is telling the truth.
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At Issue / Refusing to

Take Your Medicine

By E. Fuller Torrey

Heart patients have the zight to
refuseydigitalis, Diabetics can refuse
insulin. Can mental patients refuse
to take drugs prescribed for
psychiatric symptoms? Civil
libertarians say no; many
psychiatrists say yes. Here’s how
the Supreme Court might decide
the issue in 1985.
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Newsline

Retirees aren’t wont to retire; how it
feels to kill someone accidentally;
and other items.
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Thinking / Gifted Worldmakers

By Howard Gardner

Is there a real world out there that
can be explained by some single set
of principles? Physicists and
philosophers are beginning to think
not. Instead, we are offered
competing versions of the world, a
multiplicity of scientific or artistic
visions that may be equally right or
true because they capture aspects of
a complex, multifaceted reality.
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Books / Playing Tricks With the Body
By Charles B. Reynolds

In Body Magic, John Fisher explains
114 wondrous “body tricks’’ that
show how the mind can deceive the
senses and why it’s easy to be
fooled—or at least baffled—by
professional “mind readers”” and the
likes;of Uri Geller.
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The Brain / Eye Signs

By Monte S. Buchsbaum

You can tell a lot about people from
the way their eyes follow moving
objects. Studies at the National
Institute of Mental Health show
that poor trackers tend to be
introverted, do not keep friends
long, have poor memory, and
sometimes act irrationally.
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IMAGES THAT HEAL
Fighting Cancer with Mental Pictures
By Maggie Scarf
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