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LETTERS

(Continued)

We Take a Bow . . .

Mr. Geo. L. Martin, writing in the May
issue criticizing Road & Track road tests, is
a good example of a foreign car owner in
the larvae stages of evolution, or as you so
aptly put it a “parvenue.”

I have owned at least a half dozen cars
which have been road -tested both by Road
& Track and other publications and have
always found R & T to give the truest evalu-
ation of the car. British road tests require
the most astute reading between the lines
and one British.road tester recently wrote
that he didn’t dare say anything really bad
about a car because he might put the maker
out of business.

As for Detroit iron, competition has
forced our manufacturers in the past two
years to produce products with a perform-
ance that can now be equalled by less than
a half dozen foreign sports cars. In fact
the only serious shortcoming—aside from
styling of our cars—is the brakes.

However, I am grateful for the Mr. Mar-
tins, for without them, I would still be the
owner of a number of ghastly automobiles.
Newtown Square, Pa. James T. Carson

How Bitter is “Bitter” . . .

I'm still waiting for the replacements need-
ed to repair my gearbox. Of course, three
months doesn’t seem like long to be with-
out a sports car when the weather’s cold,
but it still just doesn’t seem right somehow.

Of course I'm not bitter or anything like
that. I know how these things are. I'll just
never own another as long as I live,
that’s all.
Chicago, Illinois

Alan W. Smith

Jawohl

German-Erglish technical and engineering
dictionary by Louis De Vries states: Hochst-
geschwindigkeit=top or maximum speed, not
“cruising speed™ as quoted on page 31, July
issue.

Inglewood 5, Calif. Louis B. Pierlot

Fighting Words . . .

I note, in another magazine, that your per-
formance data on the VW-GK is compared
and criticized. Furthermore, the editor says
that a torque figure of 56 ft-Ibs. is “slightly
ridiculous.” What do you say?
Chicago, Illinois

Bill Gracey

Usually we consider the source, but in this
case we will defend the accuracy of our test
data. Perhaps we know how to drive VW’s to
best advantage, based on several years of ex-
perience. Perhaps, also, we are unbiased and
are not influenced by our own previous tests
which plainly stated that no stock VW could

Quality to match
[finest custom-made cars...

STEWART-WARNER

INSTRUMENTS,
PANELS AND FUEL PUMPS

——

Stewart-Warner automotive products are backed by a half-century
of experience. They're famous for dependability . . . favorites of
those who want the best. And the Stewart-Warner line is complete,
Includes 160 mpu speedometers, 8,000 reM tachometers and every
type of heavy-duty gauge. Select all your instrument needs—a single
gauge or complete panel—from Stewart-Warner! Ask to see Stewart-
Warner instruments at your Speed Shop today!

Electric Tachometers
and Speedometers

Heavy-duty construction for positive per-
formance, accuracy and long life under all
conditions. Pointer reading is steady, with
minimum of over-run even with abrupt
acceleration or deceleration. Odometer
registers up to one billion engine revolu-
tions. Power range indicators. 160-mMpH
electric speedometer also available.
e

Gauges

Stewart-Warner offers a complete line of
heavy-duty gauges for custom panels or in-
dependent mounting. Vacuum gauges,
ammeters, oil pressure gauges, water tem-
perature gauges, etc. All backed by the
Stewart-Warner reputation for accuracy
and dependability.

Panels

Choose an assembled panel ready to install
—or makg your own custom-styled panel
by selecting any combination of instru-
ments and installing them in the Stewart-
Wam«ir panel of your choice. The “Holly-
s‘;c;z(?i’o shtown here, holds tachometer and
meter, any six heavy-dut
starter button, light and igrﬂtionysvgiatg}glg::

“break” 70 mph or 0-to-60 in 30 seconds. If
semeone else’s test shows under 70 mph the car
was either (1) sub-standard, or (2) the testing
strip was inadequate, or (3) the data is inac-
curate or (4) no data was ever taken, except
from other magazines. Our 0-to-60 time of 28.8
seconds was an average of the two hest runs
in opposite directions. We used 64 mph indi-
cated for an actual 60 and also tried two runs
using 1st, 2nd and 3rd gears only which re- |
corded 28.2 and 29.4 seconds. Our timed two- ’
way average of 76.0 mph was obtained under
absolutely fair and impartial conditions. [
|

The VW factory gives the engine torque as
7.7 mkg at 2000 rpm. Any handbook will give
the conversion factor as 7.233. Multiply the |
two and you have 55.6941 ft. lhs. We called it |
56. How ridiculous is that ?—Ed. i

i

COMING EVENTS

on page 55
ROAD & TRACK, Augusf, 1956

Electric Fuel Pumps

Positive, dependable fuel delivery at all
speeds—for quicker starts in any weather,
smoother performance, no vapor lock. Op-
erate only when needed; completely auto-
matic. Models for 6- and 12-volt systems.

STEWART-WARNER

Manvufacturers of speedometers, tachometers, electric fuel pumps and gauvges for every engine need
Instrument Division, Dept. B-86, 1840 Diversey Parkway, Chicago 14, Illinois




NEW. BOOKS 1

THREE POINTED STAR.. by Scott Moncreiff ..$7.50
This story of Mercedes-Benz begins with Karl Benz,
first vehicle in 1885 & continues to its present: un-
challenged supremacy on road & racing circuit. Tho
this account is necessarily historical it is also by
necessity replete with accurate technical datoc on the
most interesting cars & competition records. Even the
casual reader will appreciate the inclusion of facts
that could only have been obtained thru complete
historical research & the cooperation of the Mercedes-
Benz organization. Truly a fine book on one of the
finest names in motordom.

BENTLEY RACING HISTORY (1921-31)..$6.00
Authority Darrell Berthon, Sec. of the Bentley Drivers
Club has compiled a racing record of this famous
marque covering it in minute detail with tables, text
& 130 photos, many rare & unpublished.

THE MOTOR YEAR BOOK—1956............ $4.00
This yearly publication is the ONLY COMPLETE cover-
age of the past year's developments in all branches
of motoring:—World Car Spex, Racing Cars, Drivers,
Records; Results, Courses; Road Tests, etc.

BACK IN PRINT
THE VOLKSWAGEN STORY

“BEYOND EXPECTATION"

Most unusual story of a car & Ry

the remarkable life of Dr. Por- b
sche, its designer. Laced with ‘_"/

history, war, political intrigue

& intimate detail, the book

reads like a novel.

AN ENTHUSIAST'S REFERENCE.
An OWNER'S MUST Price $4.00
The BUGATTI BOOK....................... $7.50
385 pgs. 250 photos of Bugattis thru the ages.
Lists every known car owner. Mechanical & Tech.
Spex of all the types & maintenance for later cars.

- Dt Aunwal

| Automobile Review—1956
. Third year for the annual that
l thrilled thousands of enthusiasts

in '54 & '55 with its beautiful
‘ presentation in a KING SIZE (92

x 12Y; volume. 1956 is the best
yet & is replete with pages of su-

| perb color photos & special articles.
Partial Contents
e Cars of the Year ® 1955 Automobile Sports ® Rac-
ing Drivers, Sports Cars & European Touring Car
Championships @ Moss on the Mille Miglia ® Mer-
ceds 300 SLR & Development of the G.P. Car ® Le
Mans Driver © U.S. Sports Car Racing & other articles.
MUST BE SEEN TO BE APPRECIATED... ... $7.50
! SPECIAL OFFER! |
We still have A FEW of the 1954 edition leftl
Already collectors items but we'll let you in on
the ground floor with a SPECIAL COMBINATION
of the 1954 and the 1956 REVIEWS at $12.50.

CAR DRIVING AS AN ART .$3.00
S. C. H. Davis shows there IS an art to driving and
that it can be polished by contact with a master. Mr.
Davis is that master and in his book proves though
you have been driving for years there is still much to
learn. A chapter on Driving for Performance for the
competition minded is the best in the book.

YOU CAN DRAW CARS.... $2.50
Bill Jenks, engineer-stylist-designer, proves by taking
the reader through each step that YOU really can put
your ideas on paper so they look like a car with
proper proportions for good design. Many sketches.

[<6
= AUTOMOBILE ENGINEER'S
REFERENCE BOOK |

For Designers, Draughtsmen, Production Engineers
Comprehensive * Authoritative ®* Modern

30 MAIN SECTIONS

Units of Construction < Materials ¢ Engines °
Lubricating Systems « Fuel Supply Systems -
Fuel Injection Equipment For Diesel Engines ° Ig-
nition Systems ¢ Supercharging ¢ Silencing
Radiators and Cooling + Ciutches and Fiuid
Drives * Gearing and Gearboxes * Transmission
« Brakes ¢ Steering and Front Axles * Wheels and
Tires * Suspension Systems * Bodywork ¢ Heat-
ing and Ventilating ¢ Electrical Systems ¢ Bat-
teries * Dynamos ¢ Starting Methods ¢ Instru-
ments and Accessories * Car Radio ¢ Production
Methods + Testing ¢ Costing and Control -«
Motor Industries Research Association » Progress.

57 Specialists Contribute Half-a-Million Words

1664

pages covering
theentireauto-
mobileindustry

1010

diagrams pre-
pared by
experts

255

photos. Many

done specifi-

cally for this
work

Price $20.00 ppd.

In Calif. add 3% sales tax.

[l OTHER ENGINEERING & CONSTRUCTION BOOKS [l

THE SPORTS CAR Design & Performance..$6.50
THIS IS IT! The book you've been waiting for. Gives
design requirements for o properly done sports car.
Contents include:—Engine Design; Road Holding; Sus-
pension; Chassis; Frame & Body; Transmission; Brakes
& Tuning. Author is an engineer who knows his sub-
ject and presents it understandably.

SPORTS CAR BODYWORK. ..........coocceeeeis $7.50
Six 3-view & perspective detailed drawings plus a
book covering Design; Drafting; Wood Paneling; Met-
al Framing; Fitting; Fiberglass Bodies; Painting; FIA
Sports Car Dimensional Requirements; Envelope &
Conventional Bodies, etc. Book Alone. $2.50

THE SPECIAL BUILDERS GUIDE
Tho the book is a publication of the 750
of England & deals primarily with Ford 10's & Austin
7's it contains a gold mine of information for light
weight car builders regardless of power plant. Almost
mandatory reading for builders of 750cc or even 500cc
competition cars.

The AUTOMOTIVE CHASSIS, P. M. Heldt $10.00
An American book by an authority. Combines theory
and practice with thoroughness and clarify.

AUTOMOBILE DESIGN
Qotu;ok fo}: styling design . . .
mechanical. Basic draw-

e i -‘ ing instruction & informative
- LA A _—_ text for advanced work. The
- full-page drawings are a
foun!ain of ideas for develop-
] ~= ing your own design....$3.00
AUTOMOBILE CHASSIS DESIGN..........._.. $7.50
A true DESIGN textbook for engineers & Students.
MOST COMPREHENSIVE. 363 pgs.; 250 illustrations.

AUTOMOBILE
DESIGN

B T R

HI-SPEED INTERNAL COMBUSTION

ENGINE (4th ed.) by Ricardo.............. $11.00
The Bible of Engine Design by the top man. Com-
pletely revised edition. 432 pgs.; 227 illustrations.
500cc YEARBOOKS
{0 R —— $2.00 1953-54.......e.ccceceeeees $2.00
Both contain how-to-build articles, detailed spex of
cars & engines and factual info. Basic introduction for
enthusiasts.. Both for $3.00

& GYMKHANAS

Price $5.00
Here's a book for Beginner or Expert so thoro

for even the casually interested.
book on the subject . . . Best described by th
Abbreviated Table of Contents
WHAT 1S A RALLY e YOUR FIRST e
® MAPS © COMFORT o

RALLIES - TRIALS

ly

complete & well written that it's good reading
The ONLY

is

IT'S A TEAM
© AVERAGE SPEEDS © TIMEPIECES © ODOMETERS
TWELVE TROPHY TIPS

© REGULARITY RUNS e NIGHT RUNS e FURTHER
AFIELD ® IN THE BIG LEAGUES e GIMMICK RAL-
LIES ®© GYMKHANNAS e TRIALS & TRIBULATIONS

© CONCOURS D'ELEGANCE © SPORTS CAR RACING|[ ,
o WHERE TO SEE THE RACES ®© HOW TO STAGE A ¥

RALLY e ELEVEN RALLY PLANS e EQUIPMENT

BRITISH CAR REPAIR & MAINTENANCE DATA \

Service Data Sheets

are printed in England for

plete) information in the following categories:

ENGINE—Mounting & Removal; Crankshaft; Con Rods; Pistons; Camshaft; Val
TRANSMISSION—Clutch; Gearbox; Rear Axle; Universal Joints, etc. j Yeleon, Wit

CHASSIS—.Brukeg; Suspension; Steering; Shocks; Lube Chart & Wiring Diagram.
TABLES—Dimensions; To_levunces; Settings; Nut Torquing; Tune-up Data, etc.
DRAWINGS—Cross Sections or Exploded Views of all the principal assemblies. "

NO CAR COMPLETE WITHOUT A SERVICE-DATA SHEET!

Aston Martin DB-2 ..#206
Austin A-30 (Seven 200
A-40 Devon ...... 148
A-40 Somerset ...Z193
A-40/50 ('54-55) #231

Ang.-Pref. '53-54..#224
it 500 oo #33
Hillman Minx ('49) #158

Minx Mk 4 & 5..7#190

Minx '55-56 ohv..#t247

A.70 & A-90.......#175 | Humber Hawk.Mk 63222
Healy 100 #214 | Jaguar XK-120. #185
Eord Consul-Zephyr.. 2184 Mk 7 ... #197
Anglia-Prefect ....Z130 | XK-140 ... 24

COMPONENT DATA SHEETS

| Independent garage owners
manufacturer. Each car listed is covered by 8 812” x 11” pages of condensed (but com-

Morris Minor ...

with full approval of the

Jowett Jupiter .. Riley 2, litre.......... #153
MG TC .Midget | Rover 75 ('50-'51)“#]81
1D Midget ... i 69/75/90 '54-55 227
TF Midget .. Renault 750 .......... #1205

Magnette (ZA)
Morgan Plus 4....

Singer 1500 Rdstr..
Standard 8 & 10...... 1229
Sunbeam-Talbot 90..#177
Sunbeam Alpine ....7+235
Triumph TR-2 ........#221

Minor ohv ...
Oxford

.............. PRICE $1.00 each

Component Data Sheets are similar to the ones for cars but cover purchased items used by manufacturers.
Lockheed Hyd Brakes.. 7232 Borg & Beck Clutches.. 238 AC Fuel Pumps (WE)..7£250 Stromberg ‘'D'' Carbs 7£248

Laycock Overdrive ....3£226 Spicer U-joints
SU Elec. Fuel Pump... #1228 Solex AIP-2 Carbs.

ROAD & TRACK, August, 1956

..#230 SU type H-4 Carb.
..J£234 AC Fuel Pumps

AUTOBOOKS . . .. 2708R Magnolia Boulevard, Burbank 8,

236 Zenith Z type Carb....
.#£240 SU Carbs General....

1242
1246

CALCULATOR

Speed—Time—Distance
With one setting
The Rally Equalizerll

Price $4.50

M.G. WORKSHOP MANUAL..........ccoceeee $7.50
NEW edition tells how to overhaul your MG from
bumper to tail light. Factory man covers 1930 to TF.

TUNING & MAINTENANCE OF MG's...... $4.00
More tuning then maintenance but it's done by one
of the best tuners in England and makes a fine com-
panion book to jha Workshop Manual.

SPECIAL MG ENGINE TUNING......ccooiinene $1.00
Specifically for TF 1250 & 1500cc but applicable to
all XPAG engines. Factory published booklet gives
part nos. & procedures for hi-performance tuning.

TD-TF WORKSHOP MANUAL. ..o $5.50

Official factory manual as used by distributors &
dealers. Delivery subject to stocks available.
MG — A Workshop Manual ... $5.50

NEW Factory published. Delivery same as above.
MG TC OWNERS HANDBOOK.........ccoviiiinnine ...$2.50
The one that came with car. Good as a shop manual.
MAGIC MPH BY GOLDIE GARDNER................. $4.50
Another book of M.G. exploits by the man best able
to describe them from first hand information.

MAINTAINING THE BREED.
Story of M.G. racing cars. Valuable re
A MUST for every M.G. owner or racing enthusiast.

In California PLEASE add 49 sales tax on all arders.




