CORRESPONDENCE

THROW THE MOTORCYCLES AND
BOATS OUT!

Please, please, no articles on motorcycles
or boats . . . Should I want to read about
cycles, boats, hot rods, or California custom
jobs, (and that’s unlikely,) T'll buy a maga-
zine that deals with them. The merit of
Road and Track is that it deals with sports
cars and road racing, not a garbled mess of
a little bit of all types of motor sport. Of
course, Road and Track does not discount
the merits of other types of motorized sports,
as it should be, because they have their
place . . . but please give us information o,f
sports racing and nothing more as t}lere isn’t
enough of this information available in
American magazines. Let’s not gevelop into
“q little of this and that, w1th.lea’{ungs
towards that, but not much of anything.

A. D. Nelson

Pasadena, California

Speak up readers—Tell us what you want
arI:d we will act accordingly—Ed.

SOUPING A 1950 RENAULT

I bought a 1950 Renault about four
months ago, primarily for the economy in
operation and maintengnce, but ths lmlS
thing runs so well that I've become a “small

iast.

Cai f&tgl‘:is like to “soup it up” a little but
need additional data., For example, the
handbook issued for 50 is the same one
used with the ’49. In New York, they set
the valves at .006” on the m}ake and .008
on the exhaust, while here in Jersey, they
set the valves at .010 (both intake and ex-
haust) claiming they have had no trouble
with burnt valves even if you do get a little
more noise in the engine. It's a regular con-
tm&fﬁ:{;’ the score on this out there on the
West Coast? Do you people have anything
in “plack-and-white” that we might go on,
not only for regular_mamteqance, b_ut for
guys like me would like to tinker with the
engine a little; you know, things like coils,
manifolds—the stuff that is done with the
V.8 only on a smaller scale.

Jersey City, N. J. Frank W. Coggins

006" and exhaust at .008” is the
tlz’;flvailccg ztf Murray Nichols, Renault expert.
The aluminum block expands faster than
the steel push rods so clearance increases
when engine is hot—greater  settings are
therefor unwise. For more “go" try a 19 mm
carburetor and #100 main_jet in place of
the stock 14.5 mm and #75. There are sev-
eral good manifolds, mclud'z.ng one for dual
carburetor installation, ava{lable in France.
The engine will rev happily at 6,000 rpm
with no valve float. A Renault in the Le
Mans 24-hour race averaged over 60 mph
and another was timed at 69 mph in the Al-

pine Rally—Ed.
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RISK IN RACING

“Ever since the first automobile race
there have always been plenty of people
only too ready to disparage motor-racing
on the grounds that it is dangerous. Ad-
mittedly motor-racing is dangerous; so
is mountain-climbing, steeplechasing, fly-
ing, winter sports, or polar exploration,
but within limits no more dangerous than
the individual makes them.

“All of us have had to take risks of
one sort or another, maybe not. involving
our lives, but for all that unpleasant at
the time. Man will always want to over-
come all the obstacles in his way to fur-
ther his knowledge and to master the
machine which his brain has designed
and his hands have built. Fortunately
there are a few people still left in the
world with the pioneer spirit, who not
only enjoy an element of danger but are
prepared to face it with their eyes open.”

—George Monkhouse

Who can deny that we owe our pres-
ent position in society, and our freedom,
to men who were willing to face risks?
A sport which gives satisfaction to such
men is our safeguard against decadence
and weakness in a world crying for brave
leadership.

RAYMOND SOMMER

It is with great regret that we report
the death of the great French driver,
Raymond Sommer. Known to all as one
of the fastest drivers in the world, he
only recently had been given the great
honor of being selected to drive the new

B.R.M. Grand Prix car in its initig]
races. One of very few ever to be a
casualty of Formula 3 racing, he was
driving a Cooper 500 when the accident
occurred. Tall, debonair, with a Maurice
Chevalier personality, he had been rac.
ing for over 22 years, competing in over
175 Grands Prix.

-
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A NEW HIGH OF 243 H,P,

Once again the Iskenderian Mushroom Cam takes the spot-
lite with a smashing record breaking performance.

Bill Walker's flat head 35/16 x 4lg Mercury engine de-
veloped a strong 243 h.p. at 5,000 r.p.m. on the Tony
Capanna dynamometer. This is the highest h.p. ever de-
veloped from the Mercury engine to the best of our know-
ledge. This achievement was made possible by the use of
the ISKENDERIAN MUSHROOM TRACK GRIND cam. On

ESTABLISHED

July 15, 1950, this engine, installed in a 3% type car chassis,
officially clocked 162 m.p.h. at the Russetta Drylake Meet.
This was not only the fastest time of the day, but the fastest
ever recorded for this type of chassis.

Here, in undisputed proof, is evidence of Iskenderian success
in advanced cam design. Constant experimentation and pre-
cision craftsmanship is your assurance of peak performance
when you use an lskenderian Cam.

“The Cam of Records and Successes” ROAD @ TRACK

® MARINE

SEND ONLY 25¢ FOR THE 1950 CATALOGUE & CALCULATOR
The most complete and informative booklet ever publ; i i i
“VALVE TIMING FOR MAXIMUM QUTPUT.* PO o Sactoff Cams, rilly explaintd”’is
Also gives speed hints on Ford and Chevrolet, application d prices.
explaining the installation of the Iskenderian Mushroom +ap;e?nv-8pr1l’i:§k
fications and Dynamometer results. Included with the booklet is
ahd a wallet size calculator for converting RPM to MPH.

Block cut-away illustration
) Grind Cams, Engine modi-
‘The Secret of Cooling the Ford V-8
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