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The great archeologist Heinrich
Schliemann used the epics of
Homer to direct him on his digs.
I don't know what he would have
made of a new sort of discipline in
which helicopters and planes are
used to pinpoint likely sites. And
where the archeologists dive in
stead of dig. Nicholas Flemming is
one of the more successful and
literate practitioners of under
water digging. After swimming
over and around more than one
hundred ancient cities beneath the
Mediterranean Sea during the
past twelve years, hehas written a
fascinating book about his discov
?N thTse^Ciras
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Top of My Head

The Deep Freeze

I have been asked by the editor of this
magazine to explain and make crystal-
clear to the housewives of America

Phase 2 of President Nixon's economic

strategy. He chose me after I had ex
plained how I had successfully put the
new game plan in working order in my
own home at breakfast one day when
my wife said, "What do you mean I
can't give our maid a ten-dollar-a-week
raise so she can buy a winter coat and
pay ten dollars a week for twenty
weeks?"

"It's Phase Two," I said. "Wages have
been frozen to protect our economy."

"And how about Genevieve being
frozen if she doesn't get a winter coat?"
she asked.

"Too bad. We all have to tighten our
belts through these critical times."

"Genevieve is not getting a coat with
a belt."

"Unfortunate choice of words. Look,
Jane, according to the Cost of Living
Council, the biggest increase she can
get is five-and-a-half per cent. Unless
she happens to be a coal miner,"

"Another country heard from. Who
was it said that?"

"The President has asked the council
to hold the line, and I'm sure if you
explained it to Mrs. Mason she would
go along with the President."

Oh, no, she wouldn't. And for two
good reasons. The second reason is
that Genevieve can't stand the cold
weather."

"What's the first reason?"
"The first reason is she's a Democrat.

And besides, I promised her she'd get
the raise, and she had her initials put
in the lining—G. M."

"And what's good for G. M. is good
for the country. But regardless of po
litical parties, everybody has to go
along with our President. It's not only
Genevieve Mason, it goes for Helen
Jones, and Mary Smith, for all the
young and pretty secretaries who also
need winter coats. Money is tight."

"Not as tight as you are. I remember
that a couple of years ago I had a
chance to buy a mink stole on sale, and
you wouldn't let me."

"Oh, not that again."
"Yes, I will. The man told me it was

a steal at that price."
"Please don't go through that stale

mink stole steal story again."
"How's that again?"
"I couldn't possibly. Besides, I didn't

have any extra cash then, and I don't
have too much right now."

"Where did it all go?"
"I don't know. You don't think I .lust

wantonly dissipate it, do you?"
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Goodman Ace

"I never said you drank."
"It's discussions like this that'll drive

me to it. Look, Jane, I saw a raincoat
the other day, and when the man said
it was one hundred seventy-five dollars,
I told him I'd been saving for a rainy-
day hut this was ridiculous. I walked
out. Now if I can do that, I'm sure
Genevieve will see why I can't raise her
more than five-and-a-half per cent."

"How much is that in American
money?"

"That'll be about four dollars and
forty cents. If I raised her more than
the Cost of Living Council indicated,
I'd he unpatriotic. And Genevieve
would he unpatriotic if she accepted
it."

"Oh, I see. We have to be patriotic.
So I'll tell you what. When you give
Genevieve the raise and she takes it,
you can both sing 'The Star-Spangled
Banner.'"

"Jane, I don't think you realize how
serious the economic situation is. We
have to stop the spiral of inflation, and
the council is—"

"Hahahaha."

"What's so funny?"
"When you said before that you told

the salesman you're saving for a rainy
day but this is ridiculous. Hahahaha."

"Yes. Now let me show you why it's
important that you—"

"Don't you get it, dear—rainy day-
saving for a raincoat?"

"I got it, Jane. But about the Cost of
Living Council—it's crucial that it
turns the economy around so we can
all start doing better financially."

"Have you been doing better?"
"Well, I haven't noticed it yet. Even

if the President does say things are
getting better."

"Sure. He's got a better location than
you have."

"Yes—sixteen hundred—right on the
corner. But we have to give it a chance.
Actually some economists think he
should have done this a couple of years
ago, and we wouldn't be in this mess."

"Well, that's no skin off ray teeth. But
there's another thing you'd better ex
plain to me. Who's that Helen Jones
and that Mary Smith you let slip out of
the hag up there before, those pretty
secretaries you've been buying coats
for?"

"Oh, come on. I just made up those
girls."

"Don't give me that facetious names
business."

And so on and so on. And I'm still
frozen in with that Helen Jones and
Mary Smith story. And it's going to
take more than Phase 2 to defrost me.
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"It's not

the answer

for everyone."
Roy Roberts,

director

"Now that

they're here,
what can they

take away?"
Judy Sullivan,
street worker.
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"The kids

feel selected

and they feel
like people."
Elaine Gecht,
teacher

"It's more

like a family
than a school."

Omar Brown,
student
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