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A poet-friend once said tome that
one good poem justified a poet’s
existence. I recalied his remark as
I turned the last page of John

'Heureux’s new book, No Prace
FOR HIDING, that we have just pub-
lished. I had felt as I read that this
poet had somewhat more than
justified his existence: one good
poem followed another and there
are two quite extraordinary long
poems, “The Daughter of Her
House” and “from St. Ignatius
Loyola, Founder of the Jesuits:
His Autobiography.”

I asked John L'Heureux to tell
me how he himself regarded this
collection and his answer—Ilike his
poems—was vivid and original. “Tt
1s,” he said, “a book about wars. It
is about wars of the flesh and
spirit. Wars of the heart and mind.
And because it is about war, it is
principally about love. About war
and about love. It is a common-
place book of human folly.”

Love, if not war, onc would sus-
pect, informs all of his poetry.
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James Dickey has noticed in John
L'Heureux’s earlier work, “a sense
of the poet’s going eagerly toward ‘
events and people, open-handed
and open hearted, wanting. te un-
derstand and love.” Many of his
poems are love poems both earthy
and delicate, and the Library Jour-
nal took note of the “Donne-like
essence” of his short poems.

As I read I found myself caught
and interested by the versatility
and control of this poet. Passion
peaks into irony, the underside of
wit is revealed as gravity. And be.
neath his humor there is often a
sense of terror, as in “The Thing
about Cats,” or “Evening Prayer.”
But writing about poetry can’t real-
ly convey what one experiences in
reading it, and so I want to quote
a few lines from one of John
L’'Heureux’s poems:

I am locked in a Grecian vase,
smooth,

with music for a shell. Nothing

is right.

Find me find me

answey

It's intense and arresting. Fine po.
etry that strikes for the heart, 1

recommend it,
L L Day
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