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THE CENSUS | by Philip M. Hauser

A report on the 1950 inventory of U. S. human resources. The median
age and the concentration of populution in metr()po]itan areas increased;
the size of the family and the relative number of men decrensed. 15

PARADOXES OF THE MISSISSIPPI by Gerard H. Matthes
It is generally thought that the great river is muddy, that its bed is rising
above the level ok the sunoundmﬂ country, that its delta is growing
outward into the Gulf of Mexico; but none of these assumptlons is true, 18

THE SUTTON HOO SHIP-BURIAL by R. L. S. Bruce-Mitford

Shortly before World War II the tomb of a seventh-century Anglo-
Saxon l\mfr was found on an English estate. Its treasure of “grave- ﬁoods
has v1e]ckd new information about the origins of the Envllsh pcople 24

REACTORS by Lawrence R. Hafstad
The machines required for the controlled release of nuclear energy are
complicated and controversial. A report on declassified mdctms and
on the present reactor program of the Atomic Energy Commission. 43

SHAKESPEARE THE PHYSICIST by Banesh Hoffmann
Mx 11y é”u rlockgHolmes re \@\ that the Bard anticipated radio,
ér(h n ﬂ}z ll( also foresaw atomic catastrophe,

|nll p(_l]l ips. we should not take Ilulm(\ interpretation too seriously. 52

CATAELYSMIC E‘VOLL'TH)N by G. Ledyard Stebbins, Jr.

Many plants, including some of the most important cultivated species,
evolved suddenly by a process involving the doubling of chromosomes.
The same process can be induced artificially to produce new species. 54

THE IMITATIVE DRUGS by Richard O. Roblin, Jr.
The sulfa drugs are actually counterfeit vitamins. The discovery that’
molecules of similar structure compete with one another in biochemical
reactions provides a tool for studying metabolism and drug action. 60

THE SQUID by H. B. Steinbach

The 10-tentacled, jet-propelled ccplmlopod has been known to reach a
length of more than 50 feet. The animal is of great interest to biologists,

because even the smaller varieties provide g mant nerve fibers for stud\ 64
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