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64 Elizabeth | (above) dithered for a year before 7 Palmus plasticus wildwoodii (back-

beheading her rival, Mary Queen of Scots. ground) grows out of concrete.
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ON THE COVER The 1,200-year-old spiral minaret of the Great Mosque of Samarra, 80 miles northwest of
Baghdad, is a towering example of early Islamic architecture. PHOTOGRAPH BY MICHAEL YAMASHITA

“SIX DAYS OUT OF SEATTLE in Skagway, the Harriman
party confronted the gritty reality of the Klondike gold rush.
During an outing on the new White Pass Railroad, the
scientists saw carcasses of borses frozen on the rugged trail.”

—“NORTH TO ALASKA,” PAGE 92

58 In the wild, young female elephants learn
parenting skills from their mothers and aunts.
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42 (here, a recent reconstruction
of hispalace),/Babylon’s rule stretched
fromithe Persian plateauito the
MediterraneanSea.







