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Enter and explore poison's
paradoxical roles in nature,
human health, and myth-^
and find outhow people
throughout history have
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and potential. I
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5 G01NG5 ON ABOUT TO^J(/N

19 THE TALK OF THE TOVN
Elixabeth Kolbert on Chris Christie'sjam;
Airbnbpeople; Sacred Steel; Emily Dicki7ison;
James Sitrowiecki on overworked workers.

LIZZIE WIDDICOMBE 24 IN COLD MUD

The obstacle-racing craze.

PAULRUDNICK 31 NEW JERSEY: THE QUIZ

PAIGE WILLIAMS 32 DROPDEAD, DETROIT!
A suburb thrives as thecity declines.

DAVID REMNICK 40 GOING THE DISTANCE

ThePresident talks about the tasksahead.
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ROBERT COOVER 62 "THE FROG PRINCE"

LOUIS MENAND 64

69
JOANNA BIGGS 70

EMILY NUSSBAUM 72

HILTON ALS 74

SASHA FRERE-JONES 76

ANTHONY LANE 78

LINDA PASTAN 35

ALFRED CORN 54

PETER DE SEVE

THE CRITICS
A CRITIC AT LARGE

Scott Stossel's "MyAge ofAnxiety."

BOOKS

Briefly Noted
Chang-rae Lee's "On Such a FtdlSea."

ON TELEVISION

"Sherlock."

THE THEATRE

"Machinal," "Tyson vs. Ali."

POP MUSIC

Ariel Rechtshaid's sounds.

THE CURRENT CINEMA
"LikeFather, Like Son," "Strangerby theLake."

POEM5
"'Adam andEve,' by Lucas Cranach the
Elder, 1526"

"In the GriinewaldCafe"

COVER
"Just a Phich"
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SCENIC DELIGHT

FEB 4, 8 Eve, 12, 27, 28

Bal de Couture (Tschaikovsky/Martins)

DGV: Dense a Grande Vitesse (Nyman/
Wheeldon)

The Four Seasons (Verdi/Robbins)

These three works put luxurious cos

tumes and atmospheric settings on
displayfora sensational visualexperi
ence, including extravagant costumes
by Valentino for Sa/ de Couture.

® nycballet.com/scenicdelight

We Are New York City Ballet -
We Invite You Into OurWorld
nycballet.com or(212) 496-0600
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