
article and the color-spread will please
Miro immensely. I am sorry that such a
pleasant article should nevertheless con
tain a misquotation from me. You have
me saying that Miro's Birth of the World
was the point of departure for modern
painting. Not even in my sleep could 1
have said that. The tradition of modern
painting is around 100 years old and its
point of departure is certainly not after
Cubism, Fauvism, Cezanne, Manet and
Impressionism (to scan various points of
departure looking backwards). What I did
^y, of course, was that the Birth of the
World and pictures related to it were a
point of departure for a direction in mod
ern painting that ultimately led to Ab
stract Expressionism.

William S. Rubin
Curator of Painting and .Sculpture

The Museum of Modern Art
Manhattan

Aeroflop
Sir: I feel there is no challenge to the
West from Aeroflot's much ballyhooed
service [July 26]. Having recently spent
hve weeks flying across Russia and Sibe
ria, I am not singing their praises. What
with sloppy, indifferent, Amazonian stew
ardesses who disappeared completely dur-
mg flights, seat belts that didn't work,
heavy luggage stowed overhead, either suf
focation awaiting takeoff, or chilly drafts,
'u • not seem likely anyone who had achoice would consider their airline. Grant
ed they Went all out to make an im
pression on their inaugural flight, but I
for one would never book with them.

Wanda Marlow
Calistoga, Calif.

Cue Bail

Sir; It's hard even to say the word base
ball without stifling a yawn [July 26].
MOW to snow, it's the best mid-after
noon sedative going. The majors ought to
take a cue from pro football and trim
the schedule to the point where it doesn't

h standings. Myet is that the gate would even out or ad
vance. You can tell the bosses of the ma
jors to watch out for soccer, too.

Don North
Vienna, Va.

Sm. Baseball could be made much more

• Mtion game by one simple changem ttie rules: three balls walks the batter \n-
stead of four. This would shift the ad-

n oL pitcher to the batter,pr ably lead to more hits, and certainly
P more men on base. All this would

can more runs, more excitement.

\ir . Charles Wallace PackerWinnetka, 111.

Dream House

Thp Heathcote [July 26]!
hnnc» ^ posterior" of Mr. Pleuthner's
time T . appealing to me. Every
froiv A ^ ''' ^ have to stop myselfirom driving into the yard, knocking on
fUp asking to see the rest of
It rprrv^!f' ^ dream house.

f, ? b^c of the wicked witch's house
' to & How happy I am
i a mean house is not owned by
Iis Lmafrii? L ^ fibo man who
I mind and if creative, has a strong
1of usefulnp ' spirit
• those whn youthfulness. Shame to
:MrPlemh'""" '̂̂ ^ work of art-I bers inspiration and my dream.

^Scarsdale, NY HENDERSON

No Man Is on Islander
r-:... r lo Gsiandc

of the island ^,i,i

.. cfr»rv thni "•> CS-SCOCC I ^ frOlTl "

Sir: C
resit
961 secni lo oc "\vho are \

viJws of the leal nat.ve^who^ A
a story that c.sscnc^^^
man was biout-i '̂ Massachusetts
seas" (the nearby old.
man was invnt,..- - ii/t;.ssacnio^':,,i,„ri ne

seas" (the nearby Ma-s.^^ when
when be was . years late >..Qgod-
died there ninety-three^y^^
scription on h^
bye, .Stranger. N.^SAb"^

.Stonehani. Mass.
It'

Sir: Woe BeinC''''-
Here comes
The n horyes nn i
The side yolks '.'.",j',^,,ildoio
Most oil 'he huddmk-

/ lers o'lce d" ^,,it.p„ar Nontock^t • l''-'fjwc,ih,
Now see the" 'V" ,he} _,h"
One most n
AUth

,ers. "'Tpe'"!-

.y need say '

Bay Shore, N-V-
The Light Fantastic c^oB j^v.e
Sir: Whoever .||.red'by C^^atiob^pu'"^^i.jizzy sPo"'j |̂'̂ ing f strin''''%oif fbib!
during the ^f b the Pj for,, it
ater's P/o'jo'jr ^.sse "ca"f^ane%su''
of Death [Jn'y ^t "O ^ gtic „c &
mile). The ^,'2^ o^fijapsb
to launch 'n j he c ctib®
also requitedofthefoiced Lau' jhob®

Evidently that pAp^^er
more convineintp^j. DaV'.'̂ I
uo r-niild have oeiat'O

public

iqi I was Tho"^ al-P" a r

those western^- ^j3ican^3ine^ e-
Wake of swebt^gie , ' pt
ated a vision rakish gotten jsh j'* jp V",,
Sth'nev'er .»
' I must own o had^r- th.fa
ager that we BnJ ^hat l^r hftasV

erated our j ,hall • 5^

Londoi

ing
— Tiw pa'' all a?, VsengtiGfe fTime ^ ^ pe' T p.
•"-"-"IS edit'o"® Aodr'^pa/

President, fr-easnreO^^rd V,,

vte p'resident,arid Assistan^ideti' FfdfJcUlh
vfce Presif"vice A

Adams. ^ ^ M- if., a.
D..^khOUt. ,^f. . O- f .
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A letter from the PUBLISHER

The lights went out, amber and pur
ple auroras spread from the ceiling.
Sousa rapped with his baton. His
band struck up The Star-Spangled
Banner . . . and National Chairman

John T. Adams launched into a brief
address: "It is only 60 years since
Lincoln was President ..."

That was time, just a little over
a year old, reporting on its first

presidential nominating convention
44 years ago. The story, while dis
tilling all the essential facts, leaned
heavily on the color of straw hats fly
ing, placards pumping and delega
tions drowning out one another in a
near unanimous renomination of
Calvin Coolidge. Then, few Amer
icans ever got a chance to witness a
convention; today, millions watch the
spectacle on TV. As a result, though
colorful detail is still an important
element in good reporting, it is only
the beginning of the reporter's search
for what really happened. That
search may mean bringing greater
knowledge and understanding to a
scene that the camera merely re
cords, or seeking out the facts and
drama not visible to the viewer: the
behind-the-scenes action, the why of
what is happening and, not least,
the way in which each event relates
to a larger sphere.

Time's correspondents aim week
to week for such reporting, but their
efforts reach a peak at convention
time. When Senator Everett Dirksen
last week had security forces thor
oughly check the room in which the
G.O.P. platform hearings were being
held, he said it was because a sim
ilar hearing room at the 1960 G.O.P.
Convention in Chicago had been
bugged. The nonelectronic "bug" was
actually Time Congressional Corre
spondent Neil MacNeil, who had in
geniously managed to get firsthand
intelligence about what went on in
the room. MacNeil was in Miami

last week, scouting for more infor
mation—and, inevitably, informing
New York of the contents of Sen
ator Dirksen's first draft of the Re

publican platform, which he had
somehow managed to obtain.

Washington Correspondent Rich
ard Saltonstall, who extensively in
terviewed this week's cover subject
also had a preview of another im
portant document. Since his days as
a Seattle newsman, Saltonstall has
been a longtime friend of Governor
Dan Evans; he listened critically as
the Governor delivered his keynote
address into a tape recorder in Olym-
pia. Before he flew off to Miami
Beach with Evans, Saltonstall was
able to give the editors in New York
in advance a good idea of just what
the G.O.P. keynote speech contained.

This week. Time's principal ed
itors and the writers of the Nation
section also flew to Miami Beach to
join MacNeil, Saltonstall and other
Time reporters and helpers already
on hand. There they found ready
for them, in the l,600-sq.-ft. Jade
Room of the Fontainebleau Hotel, a
home away from home: a complete
news bureau equipped with desks, a
battery of Teletype machines, wire
service tickers, and a private switch
board with direct lines to key lo
cations in the Convention Hall.

The man primarily responsible for
coordinating this technical feat is
Donald Bermingham of Time's News
Bureau, who takes second place to
none when it comes to obtaining
both information and cooperation.
Bermingham, a veteran of eight pre
vious national conventions, and his
staff started months ago arranging fa
cilities for Time people, hooking
rooms and, finally, producing Time's
own directory to pivotal action cen
ters. Still, says Bermingham, "the
last few days before the convention
were excruciating." Reason: typewrit
ers are worth their weight in gold in
reporter-filled Miami, but Time's
supplier had not come through with
the ordered machines. Bermingham
got to work, and soon rounded up
29 typewriters. In the view of
Time writers and editors, that was a
coup to match those of MacNeil
and Saltonstall.
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