| where a man could go to think quietly,
in relative safety—and be alone.
) J. C. MAILANDER
Ft. Riley, Kans.

Sir:  After touring Europe for the past
| four months, seeing magnificent cathe-
| drals, many situated in filthy poverty

areas, I can say only one thing about Dan-

iel Moynihan’s remark: if the money that
was spent on cathedrals in 20 centuries
of Ch(lstx:xnity (which came from the
poor, directly or indirectly) had been used
to help the poor, there may not have
| been three summers of rioting. Christiani-

ty's retreat from the humbleness that
| Jesus preached into self-glorifying magnifi-

cence has gone on long enough. }
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Karei Deshe, Israel

: Cracks in the Foundation

[ Sir: In California, the ABC foundation
| tax plan [Jan. 5] has been scrutinized by
‘ 1hc. attorney general’s office. All that re-
| mains to be determined is whether the
[ 100 or so California residents involved in
' ABC are victims or active participants.
|  The correlative to claiming tax ad-
| vantage through the formation of a foun-
dation is the acceptance of the highest
trust obligation to the public purposes
| for which the foundation is formed. In
California, that means you can’t have
your cake and eat it too. It means that as-
| sets placed in a foundation must be used
| for public purposes and not for the ben-
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A letter from
the
PUBLISHER

EWS that the Supreme Court
had approved the merger of the
Pennsylvania and New York Cen-
tral railroads was warmly received
in the editorial offices of TIME. Near-
ly half the staffers commute by rail,
and many of them brought ques-
tions to Associate Editor Spencer
Davidson, who was writing the cov-
er story. Did the merger mean that
they would soon be riding in newer,
cleaner cars? Would the schedules
be more reliable? Conductors less
surly?

A commuter himself on the Long
Island Rail Road, Davidson listened
patiently to quite a few gripes and
some tall tales fresh from trackside,
then told his colleagues that he was
not overly optimistic. Little in the re-
search filed by TIME reporters across
the country indicated that complain-
ing commuters were in for much
immediate relief. In fact, Washington
Correspondent Juan Cameron, who
interviewed Stuart Saunders, discov-
ered that the busy boss of the coun-
try’s biggest railroad seldom rides
by train himself. He prefers autos
or planes, and Cameron suspects he
knows the reason. He took a trip in
one of the Pennsy’s private “com-
pany” coaches, and reports that it
was spartan, overheated, and far
from the sybaritic comforts of the
days of the rail barons.

Freight pays more than passengers
these days, and freight handling is
the railroads’ biggest business—a
subject on which Davidson is a home
expert. His family playroom in Man-
hasset, L.I., is monopolized by a vast
and ever-expanding model-train lay-
out, on which he and his children
vie for time at the controls. “We
have all freight cars—no passenger
cars,” he says proudly. “It's a very
modern railroad.”

BURTON BERINSKY

by ‘ 2

THE DAVIDSONS

Senior Editor Robert Shnayerson,
who wrote the Essay on auto in-
surance, also received an adequate
supply of free advice from colleagues
who happen to be policyholders. He
heard all the old tales of hardheart-
ed claim adjusters, sky-high premi-
ums, canceled insurance. Shnayerson
sympathized, but when he recounted
how he had solved his own auto-
mobile problems, he had the distinct
feeling, he says, that no one was
ready to follow his lead.

A Manhattan apartment dweller,
Shnayerson found that his car and
its insurance were getting too ex-
pensive to justify the trouble of hunt-
ing down parking places. “I took
direct action,” he says. “I drove the
bloody thing to the Sanitation De-
partment instead of leaving it on the
street—one of maybe five or six cit-
izens who made the effort that year,
And on delivering the car, which
was still in good running shape, I
was met by disbelieving Sanitation
men who tried to persuade me ej-
ther to keep it, sell it, or give it to
them. Then they saw 1 was serious
and ordered it sent to the execution
grounds on Randalls Island, where
in seconds it was mashed into a suijt-
case-sized blob of steel.”
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