
A LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER

The events chronicled in this week's cover story come as no sur
prise to Time readers, thanks in part to its author, Contributing Ed
itor Patricia Blake, who predicted them in a story in the Feb. 11
issue. An avid daily reader of Soviet newspapers, she early assessed
the direction of the campaign that was being waged against Alex
ander Solzhenitsyn. Since Blake for the past three years has also
been writing a book about Solzhenitsyn, she is able to describe both
the man and his dilemma with authority.

Blake has been a serious student of Russian literature since at
the ageof 14, she got hooked on Leo Tolstoy. Shewasa senior fellow
at Columbia University's Russian Institute, has edited four collec
tions of modern Russian literature in translation and visited the

U.S.S.R. three times as a Life corre
spondent; she joined Time in 1968 as
consultant ontheSoviet Union andEast
Europe.

For the cover story, Blake read The
Gulag Archipelago in Russian and se-
ected the excerpts of it that appear in
this issue. "The study of Solzhenitsyn "
she notes, 'is tremendously broad cov
ering virtually the whole of Soviet so-ciety from World War I to the pSent
purcs^a^d fi exemplifies the
rS f of Russia, and itthat essence that Ihave always loved."

•

® section carries a
wwu ®increase in postal rates,
r,f concerns not only your own usethe mail but also your continued ac
cess to the information and enjoyment
provided by magazines like ours. For,
as the story explains, the increase in
postal rates creates a critical challenge
to magazine publishing. The story does
not explain what Time Inc. has done in
the past to help the post ofiBce speed de-

nnnti,,.,... j . . livery of your magazines, and what wee to do with most ofthe 750 million pieces we mail each year.
A were among the first companies to label, sortand bundle our products by postal areas. Today, our new comput

erized process ofgetting your magazines from the press to you is the
fastest operation of its kind in the world, with perhaps the least de
mand on U.S. postal employees and equipment. Despite high costs
weincur forperforming services ordinarily handled by the Postal Ser-
vice we pay the same second-class rates as publications that mustbe
handled mdividuaUy at every step. Time Inc. does not want to dis-
contmue these services, from which both the post office and our read
ers benefit but we feel that we should not bear any further mcreases
in rates. We believe that continued cooperation and improved ef
ficiency are a better solution to the post office's rising costs
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