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A letter from the PUBLISHER
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EADS swiveled all across Lon-

don one evening last week as
Cartoonist Gerald Scarfe drove past.
Not that his Jaguar XK-E was any-
thing special to sophisticated Lon-
doners, but who was that sitting next
to Scarfe? Ringo the Beatle? Every-
one did a double take.

What startled the casual observer
was not exactly Ringo; it was some-
thing a good bit farther out. It was
the wire, paint, and papier-maché
mock-up that Scarfe had put togeth-
er for last week’s TIME cover. The
rest of the boys—George, Paul and
John—were crammed into the Jag’s
back seat, and Scarfe was delivering
them to TIME's office on New Bond
Street. There they were set up just
as they were photographed for the
cover, and put on display in a main
floor window. They have been stop-
ping crowds ever since.

All that worries Scarfe is the pos-
sibility that his handiwork may not
take kindly to travel. His “New In-
carnation” of the Beatles was not
built with much movement in mind,
but his effigies will be getting around
almost as much.as the real-life orig-
inals. After four days in TIME'S win-
dow, their schedule called for an-
other car trip—this time by taxi—to
the BBC television studios for an ap-
pearance on a program called Late
Night Line-Up. From there, they
went back to New Bond Street for
a second tour in the show window.
Next their plans call for them to
take to the road once more, this
time to Madame Tussaud’s famed
waxworks museum as part of an ex-
hibition of contemporary figures.
Scarfe’s effigies may be a far cry
from their lifelike companions, But
then, so are the Beatles.

ESPITE the worldwide promi-
nence that comes with an appear-
ance on TIME’s cover, some of our
subjects are not always happy about
appearing there. Performers and ath-
letes especially are wary; they keep
remembering the so-called jinx that

is supposed to hover over the ca-
reers of people once they have
“made” our cover. One apparent cor-
roboration of the jinx theory oc-
curred in 1964, when Hank Bauer
and his Baltimore Orioles seemed to
have the pennant sewed up until
Hank appeared on TIME. After that,
the team lost half its games—and
the pennant race. (Although two
years later the Orioles won both the
pennant and the World Series.) Then
there was Leo Durocher, who made
the cover as manager of the Brook-
lyn Dodgers in 1947. The very week
“The Lip” appeared, he was ban-
ished from baseball for a year.

But few people bother to count
up the sportsmen who have been un-
bothered by the jinx. They were cho-
sen for their excellence and they
continue to display the qualities that
put them on the cover. Latest on
that long list is Yachtsman Bus Mos-
bacher, who appeared on the Aug.
18 cover. After Bus sailed Intrepid
to four straight victories over Austra-
lia’s challenger Dame Pattie, we

learned that his crew had hung cop-
ies of the cover portrait belowdecks.
With proper nautical aplomb, they
sailed right into the face of the cov-
er-jinx myth.

A
SCARFE’S BEATLES ON DISPLAY
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