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RED TRADERS

Aid And Comfort To The Enemy

Alan Stang is a former business editor for
Prentice-Hall, Inc., and a television writ-
er, producer, and consultant. Mr. Stang
is an AMERICAN -

oriNION Contribu-
ting Editor and is au-
thor of the Western
Islands  bestsellers,
It’s Very Simple and
The Actor. Author
Stang, who earned .
his B.A. at City College of New York and
his Masters at Columbia, is also a witty and
dynamic speaker who lectures widely.

m iN reEceENT months a major Soviet
trade offensive has gone into high gear.
More and more American businessmen
visit Moscow. More and more Soviet
“trade” officials come here. And much of
the talk is apparently about construction
for the Communists of the projected
Kama River truck factory, an erstwhile
participant in which was the Mack Truck
Company.

Mack Bulldog, Russian Bear

Mr. Zenon C.R. Hansen is head bull-
dog at Mack, and he certainly has a highly
developed sense for public relations. As
you enter the new Mack World I‘leadquur-
ters Building in Allentown, under a gigan-
tic bas-relief of the famous bulldog, one
of several girls dressed like airline stew-
ardesses escorts you to a lounge stocked
with coffee and cake, hands you a bro-
chure about the Company, pins a 1‘e?}ica
of the bulldog to your lapel, stuffs a
Vv.I.P. card with your name on it in your
preast pocket, and then escorts you up to
the office of the head bulldog.
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Inside, Mr. Hansen is ready for me too.
He hands me an ornate key to the city. In
his breast pocket is a red, white, and blue
handkerchief. On his lapel is an American
flag pin. He explains that the trade press
had for several years been talking about
the projected Kama River plant. A repre-
sentative of Satra Corporation, in New
York, which does business for Russia,
approached the Signal Companies, in Cali-
fornia, Mack’s corporate parent. It was
Signal which passed the monkey wrench
to Hansen. Mr. Hansen got in touch with
Satra, they talked it over, “and in view of
unemployment and our unfavorable trade
balance,” he says, he decided to explore
the possibility of participating in Kama.

Zenon Hansen went to Russia and met
with the Soviets. The Soviets came to
Allentown and met with him. Together
they hammered out a letter of intent, con-
tingent on approval of the Department of
Commerce, and Mack Truck applied for
the necessary licenses. But the Commun-
ists got impatient, the approval was not im-
mediately forthcoming, and on September
15, 1971, at the end of its second exten-
sion, Hansen allowed the letter of intent to
lapse. In his cable to V.N. Sushkov, man-
ager of the General Machinery Import De-
partment of the Soviet Ministry of Foreign
Trade, Mr. Hansen explained as follows:
“  You have been most understanding
and we regret to sO inform you. Mack will
be interested in maintaining the fine
relationship and friendship estab!ished
with assurance to you of our future
interest . ...

Exactly what happened is unclear. The
Department of Commerce says Mack

“pulled out.” Hansen told me Mack
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