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HANDS OFF
OUR CHILDREN!

IGarY A"_CII, a graduate of Stanford, is author of the best-seller None Dare Call
l't COnS_Dlracy. He is finishing a new book, The Rockefeller File, to be pub-
ished in November. Mr. Allen is an AMERICAN OpiNioN Contributing Editor.

B IT’S NOT just some dirty books!
Educators no longer worry about
whether a child can write. Instead
they worry about conditioning that
child t,o respond in an approved man-
ner. It’s no longer “See Susie and her
mother.” It’s now “Susie lives in a
slum. How does Susie relate to her
ggzﬁ:g”How do you relate to your
Comments like these, from a
Washl{lgton mother who is a director
of Cltlgens United for Responsible
ducatlop, correctly suggest that not
5511}11 Americans are Dewey-eyed over
:‘i’ogt is happening in public educa-
b ln fact, protests over public-
ool textbooks are surfacing in
évery corner of America.
Cr;’\icco%dmg to textbo_ok publisher
oo gd . Scmft, “This thing has
bI;eei since tl}e West Virginia out-
o ax to the point that there is not an
ucational publisher of any size who
as not made at least minor revision
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in the face of pressure.” Mr. Scmft,
who also serves as chairman of the
Freedom To Read Committee of the
Association of American Publishers,
says ‘“‘the right of teachers to teach
and publishers to publish and stu-
dents to study is seriously endan-
gered.” He is not, of course, paid to
lobby for the rights of parents and
taxpayers.

In a recent report prepared for the
Institute of Governmental Studies at
Berkeley, professor of education
James W. Guthrie writes: “The pub-
lic no longer completely controls one
of its major institutions, the schools.”
He says that although Americans
spend as much on schools as on all
other local services combined, the
public “ironically is increasingly de-
nied a say in how schools are run.”
Since 1940, the cost of public educa-
tion has spiraled from one hundred
dollars per pupil to eleven hundred
dollars in 1975. At the same time, the
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