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HI-TECH BONUS FEATURE

57 ULTRA-TIRE TEST Beyond the limit with nine high-performance radials
—by Don Sherman

THE SEVEN AGES Steps in the life of radial tires—by L.J.K. Setright

ROAD TESTS

39 DATSUN 200-SXA little something special for holiday gift-giving—by Larry Griffin
NAPS-ZDatsun's new engine, guaranteed not to put you to sleep—by DonSherman

47 FERRARI DING 308GT4 No faster than a Corvette, perhaps, but a better investment
than goldbars—by David E. Davis, Jr.

132 DODGE MIRADA Alittlepast, a little present in a newstreet troller—by Rich Ceppos

VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE
94 1980 READERS'CHOICE POLL Once again, it's democracy in action. Youpick the

year's best

FEATURES
74 THE FREE TC The actual car MGjust gave away. She runs real good, we found out

—byPatrick Bedard

87 KIT KAR KRAZINESS Can we build a kit car in one weekend? See for yourself
—by P.J. (We're gonnaget letters) O'Rourke

SHORTTAKE
92 SAAB 900EMS More smiles to the mile—byRich Ceppos

COLUMNS
9 DRIVER'S SEAT For sale: basic transportation for cultural throwback

13 LETTERS Getting to the bottom of demographic proctology

20 BEDARD Deck the halls with barrels of synfuel

25 SHERMAN Inset and offset need not make you upset

154 SETRIGHT What is truth?

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
28 NEW &IMPROVED CM speeds updownsizing. Fordtwo-seater, Erika coupe, new

Fairmonts

30 HONDA CIVIC Lovable little econobox, take two

35 THE CASE OFTHEDISAPPEARING THUNDER MAN Of fiberglass fairy tales and '
financial nightmares

~36 jFLOWERS IN THE FUEL-SHORT DESERT Tomorrow's vast wastelands will bloom
if the General wants them to

SPORT

141 THE RETURN AND DEPARTURE OFDAVID PEARSON Hecamebackfor more '
maybe to find out if he'd had enough '

ON THE COVER

Yes, those are indeed Santa's little helpers swarming over anew Datsun 200-SX coupe
(Photography by A1 Satterwhite)
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