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CAR:DRIVER

OPEN-AIR COMPARO

69 WINE COUNTRY SAFARI Back to basics with a quartet of cars that flip their lids
—1by Rich Ceppos
ROAD TESTS

46 ROVER 3500 Great Britain serves notice it's not through building decent cars

just yet—by Don Sherman

57 CHEVROLET CORVETTE America's only sports car, but that doesn't excuse
everything—Dby Patrick Bedard
93 DATSUN 510 Yesterday's small car gets fine-tuned for tomorrow—by Rich Ceppos
DEMOCRACY IN ACTION
87 1980 READERS’ CHOICE POLL AWARDS You picked the year's most significant
new cars
FEATURES
108 TO TERLING!JA, WITH TWO FIATS Proof that long-distance travel by econobox
is not only possible, but morally uplifting—by David E. Davis, Jr.
125 RALLY ROUND THE FIAT, BOYS But whatever you do, don't getin it
—by Patrick Bedard
133  WHEELS OF FIRE The firemen's tournament comes to town—>by Rich Ceppos
142 THE NORSE MAIDEN How different it might have been if he'd had the courage to do
what he should have done—1by Charles Fox
178 55 AND THE CONSTITUTION How the fede "al gover vas & ali
blackmail—by priv g h ow the federal government was able to legalize
SHORT TAKES
67 PLYMOUTH VOLARE Such 2 deal—by Rich Ceppos
148 AMC SPIRIT LIMITED A little old car with lots of heart—by Rich Ceppos
177 HONDA ACCORD LX Automatic approval, so to speak—by Larry Griffin
COLUMNS
7 DRIVER’S SEAT Crawfish, oysters, and out-of-date rhetoric in New Orleans
8 LETTERS Senile dementia, consistent flummery, and low-life hippie scum
20 BEDARD Daytona was swung on and missed
22 McCALL Truth in trademarks
26 BAXTER The Packard phaeton
28 WEITH Advertisement for myself
204 SETRIGHT Shot by a driver

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

30

NEW & IMPROVED Pontiac’s mid-engined two-seater, 4wd S

3 : irit prototy
turbocharged Lotus Esprit, second-generation Rabbit Pt ypes,

33

RENAULT FUEGO GTX A supercoupe the French way

37

CRUISIN’ FOR A BRUISIN’ Big Brother’s double-nickel m

: achine an o F
unintended consequences d the law of

38

ERIKA EXPOSED Taking the wraps off the 1981 front-drive Pinto replacement

43

HI-TECH A monthly report on automotive-related hardw.

; 4 are from t e ontiar
engineering—and beyond he frontier of

SPORT

187

20 QUESTIONS: LEO MEHL An interview with Goodye

196

ar’s director of racing

YOU CAN COME BACK Dan Gurney unretires for one more Riverside weekend

ON THE COVER

The Rover 3500 comes our way at last (Photography by Aaron Kiley)
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AMC EAGLE-DATSUN 200-SX 1980 Readers’Choice Poll Winners

MAY 1980 « $1.50

muow/Nm‘HﬁH.m Still the one and only, but is that enough!?
@»H.mcz WHO Putting the fine-tune on versatility
§IGB- SPITFIRE 8BR7 FIAT X1/9

m joying the convertible life for under ten grand

_wm.,.- O<HM\HW meoo At last, we get one of msmvﬁm bes

WIS 1O TERLINGUA IN TWO FIATS
K

_ ;_, » , Davis and Sutton find adventure, mystery,
4 excitement, wbm chili in deepest Texas. And live to tell.

B T iriver




