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SPECtAL FEATURE
American V-8
Sports Cars of the '50s

ADream Come True
After waiting 37 years to
buy a '57 Thunderbird, a
first-tiine restorer tells how
he fulfilled his fantasy.

22 E^y 'Bird
Congratulations, said the
letter from Ford: Your '55

Thunderbird is the first
production T-Bird made.

26 All-American Roadster
As Ford celebrates the

Thunderbird's 40th
birthday, it's remarkable
how gracefully this car
has aged.

30^Ve^an 'Vette
Chevy saved its sports ca7
from an early demise in
'56 by offering the V-8
power Americans wanted.
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41Beauty of the Beast
Sidney Allard's 1950
prototype K2 was short

on fines.se but long
on ptrwer.

HOW-TO

37 Shock Therapy
If your old car rides like a

ship .sailing heavy seas,
perhaps it's time to check

out the shock ab,sorber.s.

52

54

A Portrait of Your Car
Follow these tips from a
professional automotive
photographer and learn
to take classic pictures.

Pictures of Speed
Taking dramatic photos
of your car in action isn't

easy, but the results can
be worth the effort.

58
Rooting around at swap
meets, flea markets and
even local garage .sales

turns up treasures.

80 Classic Coverage
Insurance policies
designed for collector cars
offer many advantages—
and save money, too.

Bargain Tools

^ THE COVER
This pretty '55 T-Bird is

owned by Dick Stern of
Palos Verdes, California.

P/jo/o by VinceMtuiocchi.
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SPECIAL SECTION
Fail/Winter Auctions
and Swap Meets

64 Auction Planner
Your conipicle guide
to the major collector

car auctions this fall

and winter.

70 Swap Meet Planner

A listing of all the major
automotive swap meets
scheduled for the fall

and winter months.

7iHeading for Hershey?
Here's how to prepare
yourself for a visit to
the old car hobby's
biggest swap meet.

EVENTS

46 La Carrera Classic

The Mexican road race

is safer and .saner now,
but it's still a lot of fun.

49 Copperstate 1000

Exotic entries, friendly
competition and Arizona

roads make a great event.
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