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56 CUT FROM A DIFFERENT CLOTH"
Usually the prospect ofjust one potential
franchise player In adraft gets us worked up,
but two? The Sports Guy offers his unique tale
ofthetapeon Greg Oden and Kevin Durant.
BY BILL SIMMONS

64 ALL DRESSED UP ...
PortlandandSeattle havetheir new outfits
all picked out. But will there still be room for
Zach Randolph and Rashard Lewis on the
runway? byricbucher

68 THE FITTING ROOM
Forget the first two picks; the fun isin who
comes next. Our draftguru ratesthe material
and measures the remaining 28first-rounders,
like Joakim Noah. And unlike mosttailors, he
doesn't justcutoften—he
cuts deep. BY CHAD FORD
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JOAKIM NOAH

THE SPORTS GUY ON THE GREATEST NBA DRAFT EVER!
BRAD UDGE: BACK FROM THE DEAD? * ZEBRA FORADAY
PLUS; JUSTIN VERLANDER,MARIASHARAPOVA AND BASEBALL INSAN QUENTIN

PICK HEI

"I hope Ican
get a bunch of

championships-
like 15'.'

GREG ODEN

I
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50 CONFIDENCE GAME

Albert Pujols' 2005 NLCS shot was only one
of many blows that shattered Brad Lidge's
confidence. But after looking inside himself,
the struggling Astros reliever may be on the
verge of reclaiming his mojo. BYERICNEEL

70 LIFERS

Whenyou're infor murder, redemption is
impossible to come by.Forthe San Quentin
Giants-the country'sbest-known jailhouse
baseballteam—the time spent onthe prison
diamond is closeenough. BY PETER KEATING

78 MY LIFE IN STRIPES
Think every ref isa lazy, myopic clown outto
screw your team? So did our guy—until he
stepped on a football field and learned what
calling a gameis reallylike, BY LARRY SMITH

98 FROM LANCE TO LANDIS
In anexcerpt from hisrevealing new book,
author David Walshshines a harsh light on
the doping cultureof the Tour de France.
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PiCKMEl

"I've been
1iair\ingto be a
franchise player

Iwas 9."Sine
[ KEVIN DURANT

THE SAN QUENTINGIANTS

LARRY SMITH
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sinc41 was 9."

KEVIN DURANT
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