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56 CUT FROM A DIFFERENT CLOTH™
Usually the prospect of just one potential
franchise player in a draft gets us worked up,
but two? The Sports Guy offers his unique tale
of the tape on Greg Oden and Kevin Durant.

BY BILL SIMMONS

64 ALL DRESSED UP ...

Portland and Seattle have their new outfits
all picked out. But will there still be room for
Zach Randolph and Rashard Lewis on the
runway? BY RIC BUCHER

68 THE FITTING ROOM

Forget the first two picks; the funis in who
comes next. Our draft guru rates the material
and measures the remaining 28 first-rounders,
like Joakim Noah. And unlike most tailors, he
doesn’t just cut often—he
cuts deep. BY CHAD FORD
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50 CONFIDENCE GAME

Albert Pujols’ 2005 NLCS shot was only one
of many blows that shattered Brad Lidge’s
confidence. But after looking inside himself,
the struggling Astros reliever may be on the
verge of reclaiming his mojo. BY ERIC NEEL

70 LIFERS

When you're in for murder, redemption is
impossible to come by. For the San Quentin
Giants—the country’s best-known jailhouse
baseball team—the time spent on the prison
diamond is close enough. BY PETER KEATING

78 MY LIFE IN STRIPES

Think every ref is a lazy, myopic clown out to
screw your team? So did our guy—until he
stepped on a football field and learned what
calling a game is really like. BY LARRY SMITH

98 FROM LANCE TO LANDIS

In an excerpt from his revealing new book,
author David Walsh shines a harsh light on
the doping culture of the Tour de France.

PICK ME! - _’-.
“I've been
trainingtobea
franchise player
 sincé | was g."

\\\‘
S\
=7 =

THE SAN QUENTIN GIANTS

11



THE SPORTS GUY ON THE GREATEST NBA DRAFT EVER!

BRAD LIDGE: BACK FROM THE DEAD? * * ZEBRA FOR A DAY
PLUS: JUSTIN VERLANDER, MARIA SHARAPOVA AND BASEBALL IN SAN QUENTIN

ST T
’ v 'I.,.-'Jm'l- o rl“l‘!:!u I#"”ilﬂ'-? - e e

........

(COVER 2 OF 2)

i PICK ME! 7 .
‘I'vebeen | <
l

training to be
ichise player
sinceé | was 9.

l KEVIN DURANT
%
| #BxHHng BB ERRCAR-RT LOTIHC-003
#ESHOCT1963771/1443 1021 003 P37
- HORM HAUER kT4
6709 BLOOMINGTON AUE i

MINNEAPOLIS My 55423-2664

hl,'I“'"“""lllllu”mllll“lu“lllllllll“l'

ESPNTHE MAGAZINE Mw 3225007 * ESPN.COM :
e SRR LA T L2 AY 1 J i

o)
.....

B



