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A FREE PHOTOGRAPHER (LEFT) SPENDS CHRISTMAS WITH FELLOW REFUGEES, FREE COMEDIAN (LEFT) WITH "TWIN"

CHEER AT
Because Cliristmas ti'aditionally represents many
things, jnykil nr poignant, to many different peo
ple. Life usually tries at Christmas to reflect as
far as possible this wide range of meaning.

from Hollyirood comes the success saga {on
pp. 69-71) of the year's best and warmest-hearted
new comedian, George Gobel, who was surprised
that his biographer. Bureau Chief Loudon Wain-
wright, looked so much like him {above) and still
more astonished when Wainwright turned out to
be the first one to stay around him for any length
of time without trying to tell him a joke.

Also, just for fun, there is a new do-it-yourself
in our gay Christmas bauble on pp. 42 through 46,
and a newly-discovered set of illustrations for a
famous old family favorite on pp. 50 through 64.

AND AT GIA KIEM
But Christmas is more than fun and games. The

editorial this week takes stock of the duties and

the limits of Christianity in today's world, and
the lead story {pp. 4-11) takes stock of an organ
ization to which selfless giving has been a Chris
tian emblem for three-quarters of a century. And
though to many the touching real-life parable of
the pilgrims of Gia Kiem {pp. 14-17) may seem
only terribly grim, it seemed a miracle to at least
one observer. Photographer Pierre Schoendoerffer
{above), that these brave people were able to cele
brate in freedom—however austere and menaced
that might be. To Mr. Schoendoerffer, particular
ly, did Christmas look good—he himself had only
recently come back after capture at Dienbienphu
and the hitter, 200-mile death march that followed.
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