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EDITORS’ NOTE

‘I'm a light sleeper
in Vietnam’

Last week, after covering U.S. Marine Corps preparations for the loom-
ing battle of Khe Sanh, Photographer Richard Swanson flew to Sai-
gon to ship us the pictures which appear on pages 26-29 of this issue. A
two-year veteran of the Vietnam war, he was in the city when the Viet-
cong struck. He cabled this report:

“I'm a light sleeper in Vietnam, so when the first V.C. rocket blast-
ed the U.S. Embassy at 3 a.m., just two blocks from the villa where
LirE staffers live, I was only alittle sur-
prised to find that I was on the roof
with a gun and nothing else. I don’t
think I'd ever made any contingency
plans for this sort of thing, but it’s al-
ways nice to discover that your brain
works when you least expect it to. I
went back down, dressed and actually
had to wake up the cook and tell him
to remain calm, stay inside and not an-
swer the door. At this point automatic
weapons fire was deafening, and I went
back to the roof.

“The villa is situated midway be-
tween the embassy and Ambassador
Bunker’s house, and firing was heavy
in both directions. ‘At one point a little blue-and-yellow Renault taxi
came tearing through an intersection with bullets zinging all around

RICHARD SWANSON

it. Tan Sun Nhut Airbase to the north was under attack also, and the

flares over it all night and the continuous sound of distant gunfire
could only have reminded oldtimers of the blitz.

“At daybreak I walked up to the embassy. It’s strange as hell to
walk into a situation like this. The wide street, which is usually choked
with traffic by 7 am., was now a dangerous and open battlefield.
Jeeps were strewn about, hurriedly abandoned. Army MPs were us-
ing gutters, jeeps, lampposts and each other as cover. One of them,
with more guts than sense, asked me for my press credentials, nodded
an okay, gave me a funny look and said, ‘Knock yourself out, man.’
The press moves forward, dashing from tree to tree. More gunfire, and
an MP is dead in the gutter next to his jeep. Somebody says a dirty
word. The press stops moving. Heavy firing again and the scurry for
cover (‘Damn,’ says somebody, ‘and me with 14 days left’). Suddenly
resistance is ended and the troops run in through the embassy gate.
Eighteen V.C. lie scattered around the grounds, shot up and dead.
One remains trapped in a building on the grounds. Tear gas drives him
upstairs, where he is shot to death by an American civilian who had
spent the night alone, holed up on the second floor. The embassy is
now officially secured. Two V.C. are found, barely alive, and are hus-
tled off. All but two of the rest are taken away; they stay sprawled in
the grass in the hot sun until noon. An MP stares into an ambulance,
looking at a dead MP and a dead V.C. touching each other and, be-
cause it is the only thing he can do now, he cusses. A profane eulogy.
The Marines raise the flag at 12 noon.”

G

GeorcE P. Hunr,
Managing Editor



New frenzy in the war

) 1 Vietcong terrorize the cities
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taken alive during the :
Embassy battle

T0TSS NN NVe LS ,
7700 D1d¥oV NNIN-N FEBRUARY 9 - 1968 - 35¢
INTID AYYN(¥3LaA 00T
MO & alv¥Nog ¥g

T0 T8 557hbg00000 by bIAON



