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around us, LIFE surveys

an entire half century. In decid-
ing to devote an issue to the spectacle of the U.S. when it
fwas emerging as the most powerful of all nations, some
Lather arbitrary decisions had to be made.
The first one concerned the date of a mid-century is-
sue. It is argued from a pqrely arithmetical point of view
' that this issue should be appearing at the beginning of
1951. But LIFE is stringing along with such authorities
as the Library of Congress and Mark Sullivan, the most
widely read historian of the early century, who said that
Jan. 1, 1900 ¢seems to the eye and sounds to the ear more
like the beginning of a century than Jan. I, 1901.”
As the staggering amount of research that goes into a
project of this kind got under way, it became obvious
that there wasn’t room for everything. Thus the world
as a whole has been ignored except where it directly af-
fected the U.S. There is no account of the two wars as
such. So many publications, including LIFE, have re-
ported them so well, both while they were going on and

This week, instead of being concerned with the world -

in retrospect, that we found very little fresh material.

Since we have made some bad guesses ourselves, we were
comforted by some of the new century’s special editions.
A New York World seer thought the 20th Century would
produce a perfect race and the Brooklyn Eagle predicted
that the Dodgers would join the American League. We de-
cided it would be foolish to do any crystal-balling beyond
having Bill Mauldin (p- 96) tell us about his generation
which is going to have to take over the country someday.

If we've omitted some things we've included many oth-
ers. Even so, we expect 10 be chided by some readers for
leaving out favorite memories. But if the subjects we have
ineluded recall others that evoke an equally warm feeling,
we will be satisfied.

Younger readers may be like Mary Hartig, who posed
for the cover. When she was told she was wearing a Gib-
son girl costume she said, “What's that?” We hope to give
those who are too young t0 remember all about the era a
sense of surprise and discovery. That is the way it was with
LiFE’s staff. We never had more fun assembling an issue.
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