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MAKING THE NEWS,

ASSIST FROM THE SUN
To get news, most of the time, we have
to chase after it. But not always. In this
issue, we make news with our exclu

sive lead story—the confession of Adolf
Eichmann (p. 19), who helped plan and

carry out Hitler's monstrous extermina
tion of Europe's Jews. Much has been
written about Eichmann since he was
taken from Argentina by Israeli agents.
Now here is the man, telling his story.

How he came to tell it is itself a tale.

At a bar in Buenos Aires, where he was
living under an assumed name, Eich
mann struck up a friendship with a Ger
man journalist named Wilhelm Sassen
and offered to give him a "hot story"
about the Hitler regime. Sassen began a series of " »
hadn't the slightest idea he was Eichmann," says S
one evening the Nazi slipped. "How could I Then
said. And Sassen knew. '

The tape-recorded interviews continued. To the
Eichmann added footnotes and emendations. But ife
"You will get this only if I am dead or a prisoner ° ^®ssen.
became a prisoner, LIFE obtained his manuscript.

Our other item of special news is the result of a
timing—by the sun. That hot body is the subject of^h
IGY series. New Portrait of Our Planet (pp. 64~7a\ u-^
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ed planning more than a year ago. The color pages •
ment were already running on the presses when, las^t
acted up as it is shown in the stunning painting on
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We hope we deserve credit along with the sun. We d^id

because we consider IGY's findings news in the broad
arlH fn thp Lrnn\A/larl/>iA xu. ®St S0rio.»s.

because ye — • ..ews in ine broadest ^
discoveries that add to the knowledge of the world we li

; the atomic age made concepts and words like ^bdjust as the atomic age maue concepts and words like n
fission familiar to everybody, so IGY will add ionized^"*'®" ^^d
electrojets and Van Allen belts to our knowledge and
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