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Chambord
Cognac

8^ Heat!
Sophisticates inthe City ofLight

have made a briUiant discovery:
Chambord &Cognac.

Whenheatedtogether, the delec
table taste ofChambordfuseswith
thespirit ofthecognac topenetrate
the senses and excite the mind.

Easy to make; simply place one-
half oz. ofeach in a snifter glass
andheat ina microwave for25 sec
onds. (Or 2 minutes in a sauce
pan on high.) The steamy blend
is extraordinary, Chambord &
Cognac.
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GOINGS ON ABOUT TO^N

THE THEATRE
PLAYS AND MUSICALS

Ain't Misbehavin'—A revival, after ten years, of
this celebration of the music and the comic
spirit of Fats Waller, in all its beauty and
variety, as conceived and directed by Rich
ard Maltby, Jr. The members of the original
company are present and just as dynamic a.>-
they were the first time around. They arc
Nell Carter, Andre De Shields, Arirnelia
McQueen, Ken Page, and Charlaint-
Woodard. The invaluable (and protean)
Luther Henderson, conductor and arranger,
again presides at the piano. Miss Carter.
Miss McQueen, Mr. Page, and Miss Woodard
leave the cast after Dec, 18; Terri While.
Patti Austin, Ken Prymus, and Jackie Lowe
will take their places, (Reviewed in our issue
of 9/5/88.) (Ambassador, 215 \V, 49th St,
239-6200. Tuesdays through Saturdays at 8.
Matm6es Wednesdays, Saturdays, and Sun
days at 3.)

Almost Perfect—A comedy by Jerry Maj'er,
directed by Geraldine Fitzgerald. With
Ethan Phillips, Mia Dillon, and Cathy Lee
Crosby. (Hudson Guild Theatre, 441 W. 26th
St. 760-9810. Wednesdays through Satur
days at 8, and Sundays at 7. Matinees Satur
days and Sundays at 3.)

Checkmates—Ron Milner's "domestic comedy,"
about an older couple who lease the apart
ment above them to a recently married
young couple, should be more entertaining
than it is. There are some funny moments,
though, and the performances are distin
guished, The actors are Ruby Dee and Paul
Winfield (downstairs) and Denzel Washing
ton and Marsha Jackson (upstairs), Woodie
Kmg, Jr,, directed, (46th Street Theatre, 226
W, 46th St, 246-0102,Tuesdays through Sat
urdays at 8, Matinfies Wednesdays and Sat
urdays at 2, and Sundays at 3,)

The Cocktail Hour—A dramatist returns to his
native city in upstate New York to break the
news to his prosperous family that he has
written a play about them and to ask their
permission to have it produced. More easily
said than done, A. R, Gurney's humor has
never been more sparkling, his characters
never more convincing or engaging. The play
is as sensitive as it is funny, and the actors do
it full justice, under Jack O'Brien's direction.
Nancy Marchand gives a marvellous perfor
mance as the hero's mother, and Holland
Taylor, Bruce Davison, and Keene Curtis are
fine, too. (11/7/88) (Promenade, Broadway
at 76th St. 580-1313, Tuesdays through Sat
urdays at 8, and Sundays at 7, Matinees Sat
urdays and Sundays at 3,)

CoRioLANUs—Irene Worth is magnificent as
Volumnia in this highly stylized but simple-
minded version of Shakespeare's last tragedy,
Steven Berkoff has directed Christopher Wal-
ken so as to turn the title character into a
heavy-handed comment on Rambo-loving
America, but the production is seductive,
mostly because the acting is so good almost
across the board. (12/12/88) (Public, 425
Lafayette St, 598-7150, Tuesdays through
Saturdays at 8, Matin6es Wednesdays and
Saturdays at 2, and Sundays at 3.)

The Devil's Disciple—A tame production of
Shaw's dashing melodrama, (11/28/88) (Cir
cle in the Square, 50th St, west of Broadway,
239-6200, Tuesdays through Saturdays at 8,
Matinees Wednesdays and Saturdays at 2,
and Sundays at 3.)

Emerald City—A comedy by the Australian
writer David Williamson, (Reviewed in this
issue.) (Perry Street Theatre, 31 Perry St,
279-4200, Tuesday through Saturday at 8.
Matinee Sunday at 3, Closes Dec, 18.)

Equity Library Theatre—A revival of peg o' my
HEART, the 1912 comedy by J. Hartley Man
ners, is the third in this season's series
of eight productions. (103rd Street and
Riverside Dr. Nightly, except Monday, at 8.
Matinees Saturday and Sunday at 2:30, For
information about tickets, for which con
tributions are requested, call 663-2028,
Closes Dec, 18,)

Forbidden Broadway 1988—A source of continual
merriment, this revue is a cluster of parodies
of shows along the Great White Way. Gerard
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Alessandrini conceived and directed it and
wTOte the witty, barbed lyrics. The per
formers are Toni DiBuono, Ro.xie Lucas,
David B, McDonald, and Michael McGrath—
inspired mimics all. (9/26/88) (Theatre
East, 211 E. 60th St, 838-9090, Tuesdays
through Fridays at 8:30; Saturdays at 7:30
and 10:30; and Sundays at 7:30. Matinees
Sundays at 3:30, Special performances Mon
day, Dec, 19, at 8, and Wednesdav, Dec. 21,
at 2:30,)

Godspell—A revival of the 1971 musical by
Stephen Schwartz and John-Michael Tebelak,
(Lambs, 130 \V, 44lh St, 239-6200. Tues
days through Saturdays at 8, Matinees
Wednesdays and Saturdays at 2, and Sun
days at 3. Closes Dec. 31.)

The Heidi Chronicles—A new play by Wendy
Wasserstein, with Joan Allen, Peter Fried
man, and Boyd Gaines, (Playwrights Ho
rizons, 416 W. 42nd St. 279-42'00. Tuesdays
through Saturdays at 8, and Sundays at '7.
Matinfies Saturdays and Sundays at 3.)

The Hired Man—musical import from London
that is based on Melvyn Bragg's novel of the
same name. The score and lyrics are by
Howard Goodall and the book is by Mr,
Bragg, (47th Street Theatre, 304 W, 47th St,
279-4200, Monday and Wednesday through
Saturday at 8, Matinees Saturday at 2 and
Sunday at 3, Closes Dec, 18,)

Italian American Reconciliation—The latest off
beat comedy about love and loneliness in Lit
tle Italy from John Patrick Shanley, the
author of "Moonstruck," The play, which
marks Shanley's directorial debut, is not as
wise or as psychologically complex as some of
his earlier plays have been—or as charm
ingly ingenious as its set, designed by Santo
Loquasto—but it is full of eloquent laughs
and provides the occasion for a masterly per
formance by John Turturro as the girl-shy
young man who tries to do good by seducing
his best friend's fierce e.x-wife, (11/14/88)
(Manhattan Theatre Club, at City Center,
131 W, 55th St, 246-8989. Nightly, except
Monday, at 7:30, Matinees Saturday and
Sunday at 3, Closes Dec. 18.)

Lambs Theatre Company—The fifth annual pre
sentation of THE GIFTS OF THE MAGI, a musical
adapted from two short stories by O. Henry.
Randy Courts composed the music and lyrics,
and Mark St, Germain provided the book and
additional lyrics, (Little Theatre at the
Lambs, 130 W, 44th St, 997-1780, Wednes
days through Saturdays at 7, MatiniSes
Wednesdays at 2, Saturdays at 1, and Sun
days at 3, Closes Dec. 31.)

Light Opera of Manhattan—Presenting Victor
Herbert's babes in toyland. (Playhouse 91 at
316 E 91st St, 831-2000. "Wedne,sd'avs
through Saturdays at 8. Matinees Wednes
days at 2, Saturdays at 3:30, and Sundays at
noon and 4:30.)

The Majestic Kid—A new play bv Mark Medoff

c, Lexington Ave. at 54thSt, 307-7171. Tuesdays through Saturdays at
8, and Sundays at 7. MatinCesSaturdays and
Sundays at 3.)

The Middle of Nowhere—A musical revue of
Randy Newman songs conceived and direct
ed by Tracy Friedman, (Astor Place Theatre,
434 Lafayette St, 254-4370, Tuesdays
through Fridays at 8; Saturdays at 7 and 10;
and Sundays at 7. Matinees Sundays at 3,)

Our Town—Spalding Gray as the Stage Man
ager in the Thornton Wilder play, Gregory
Mosher is the director. (Reviewed in this is
sue,) (Lyceum, 149 W, 45th St, 239-6200.
Tuesdays through Saturdays, and Monday,
Dec, 19, at 8, and Sundays at 7:30, Matinees
Saturdays and Sundays at 3,)

Phaedra Britannica—A play by Tony Harrison,
based on Racine's "Phedre," With Caroline
Lagerfelt and Bob Gunton. Previews Dec. 12-
13. Opens Dec, 14 at 7, (CSC, 136 E, 13th
St, 677-4210. Tuesdays through Saturdays,
and Monday, Dec, 12, at 8, Matinees Satur
days and Sundays at 2,)

The Promise—A play by Jose Rivera, (Ensemble
Studio Theatre, 549 W, 52nd St, 247-3405.
Tuesday through Saturday at 8. Matinees
Saturday and Sunday at 3. Closes Dec. 18.)

Reckless—This new play by Craig Lucas, about
a woman whose husband has taken a contract
out on her life, has slightly absurdist tenden-
ci^es and pretensions but nothing to say. Only
the sprightly performances, from a cast led
by Robm Bartlett, keep it from being un-
watchable, (10/10/88) (Circle Repertory
Company, 99 Seventh Ave, S, 924-7100
Tuesdays through Saturdays at 8, and Sun
days at 7:30. Matin6es Saturdays at 2 and
Sundays at 3. Special performances Monday
Dec, 19, at 8, and Wednesday, Dec. 21, at 2'
Closes Jan, 1.)

The Rimers of Eldritch—Lanford Wilson's 1966
play about the dark underside of small-town
•America, said to have been written in answer
to "Our Town." In truth, Wilson's play, a
hodgepodge of Southern-gothic cliches, is far
more sentimental than Wilder's, There is
some good acting in this revival—most nota
bly from Georgine Hall, Suzy Hunt, and
Kaiulani Lee—but Mark Brokaw's direction
plays into the melodrama's excesses instead
of trying to offset them, (Second Stage,
Broadway at 76th St. 873-6103, Tuesday
through Saturday at 8, Matinees Saturday at
2 and Sunday at 3, Closes Dec, 18,)

Romance/Romance—A pair of charming one-act
musicals, with .Alison Fraser and Barry Wil
liams in the leading roles. Barry Harman
wrote the clever books and lyrics, "and Keith
Herrmann wrote the engag'ing scores, Mr
Harman directed, (5/16/88) (Helen Hayes
240 W. 44th St, 944-9450, Mondays through
Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays at 8,
Matmees Wednesdays and Saturdays at 2
and Sundays at 3.)

Rosmersholm—John Shea and Suzanne Bertish
m Ibsen's 1866 play. (La Mama Annex, 66
E, 4th St, 475-7710, Wednesdays through
Sundays at 7:30. Closes Dec, 23.) '

Rumors—This farce about a party to celebrate
a couple's tenth anniversary (the host and
hostess are mysteriously absent) may well be
the funniest play that Neil Simon has ever
written It IS acted to perfection bv Christine
Baranski, Andrg Gregory, Mark Nelson Ron
Leibman Ken Howard, Lisa Banes, Joyce
Van Patten Charles Brown, and Cynthia

impeccable direction of
Y/f I. (11/28/88) (Broadhursi 235 W

R m' Nightly, except Sundays'dt^8, Matmees Wednesdays and Saturdays'at
Speed-the-Plow—David Mamefs satire on Holly-

\\ood IS jusi as scathing, just as acute as h'is
Glengarry Glen Ro.ss," and even funnier, if

tnat can be imagined. With David Rasche,
Bob Balaban, and Felicity Huffman; directed

Mosher, (5/i6/88) (Rovale, 242
w 45th St. 239-6277. Tuesdays thrbugh Sat
urdays, and Monday, Dec. 19, at 8. Matinfies
VVednesdays and Saturdays at 2, and Sun
days at 3.)

Sweethearts—Antoinette Mille and Waller .Ad-
jdns in a musical tribute to Jeanette Mac-
Donald and Nelson Eddv. (.Actors Plavhouse
100 Seventh Ave. S. 691-6226. Tuesdays
through Saturdays at 8, and Sundays at 7:30.
MatinCes Wednesdays at 2:30 and Sundays
al 3.)

The Taffetas—Four talented young women, im-
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