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MICROSOFT OFFICE: CONSTRUCTION
IN PROGRESS

What's in the next version of Office? Ex-

pect improvements in Web integration
and ease of use, but no voice recognition
or other bleeding-edge technologies.

NEW AFFORDABLE NOTEBOOKS
Priced as low as 31499, riew fiotes from
IBM, Hitachi, and Toshiba are perfectly
capable general-business machines. Just
don’t expect to break any speed records.

FIRST V.90 MODEMS

Prepare for tedious upgrades and lagging

ISP support. |
A TAX-FREE NET?
Proposed legislation promis-
es no Net taxes for now but
leaves the door open for an
online sales tax later.

TV SIGNALS BRING THE
WEB TO YOUR PC
WaveTop downloads Web

pages via your PC’s TV tuner.
INTEL'S ONE-STOP ~ \
TECH SUPPORT \
AnswerExpress provides &S

Web-and phone-based tech support.

Adobe Photoshop 5.0

Akia Fusion OneBox 333
Diamond Monster 3D I, Creative Labs

Blaster 3D Voodoo2 graphics boards; Toshi-

ba Libretto 100CT subnotebook
Canon BJC-50 ink jet; Xerox DocuPrint
P12 laser printer

SyQuest SparQ 1.0GB

Peachtree Complete Accounting

Plus Time & Billing 6.0, MYOB
Accounting Plus 7.5, MYOB Premier
Accounting 1.1.1

Plustek OpticPro 9636T scanner;
Visioneer ProOCR100 OCR software
Drive Image 2.0, DiskClone, Image-
Cast LE drive copying utilities
WebTrends Log Analyzer 4.1; Astound
5.0 presentation software
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227 PENTIUM I11-333s: THE NEXT HOT DEAL?
[E5] There’s a new sweet spot in desktops.
B Fully loaded PII-333s give you every-
thing you could want for less than $2800.
Case in point: Our new power leader, Gate-
way’s G6-333, turned in the highest PC
WorldBench score ever. Not bad for $2684.

230 POWER DESKTOPS
EIWIFECE We're not messing around
here. Pentium II-300 and -333 systems
monopolize the power chart, occupying 19
of 20 spots. The premier powerhouse and
fastest Win 95 PC yet: Gateway’s G6-333.

240 BUDGET DESKTOPS

E-WFWAN Bargain-price systems
from fearless, feisty vendors like Tagram and
Micro Express fight their way onto the bud-
get chart. Among the highlights, a Pentium
11-333 for a jaw-dropping $2199.

248 NOTEBOOKS

ENIEE They won the power wars
but lost the battle for battery life. Pentium II
notebooks blazed through PC WorldBench
tests, only to run out of fuel 30 percent soon-
er than last month’s highest-fliers.

252 HOME PCs
EEFNEWN New HP and Midwest Mi-

cro PCs can't break Micron, Dell, and Gate-
way’s hammerlock on the Home PC charts,

255 PERSONAL PRINTERS

ENEEWA The new champ, Lexmark’s

5700 Color Jetprinter, requires minimum
attention and cranks out clean text and color.

259 15-INCH MONITORS

ERCWEE Price cuts propel Sam-
sung and Mitsubishi to the top of the heap.

261 GRAPHICS BOARDS

EWIETN Two ATI boards—3D Pro
Turbo PC2TV and Xpert@ Work—capture
this month's Best Buys.

263 EXTERNAL, PC CARD MODEMS
E WY The V.90 standard re-
mains murky, but the Best Buy from U.S.
Robotics impressed us anyway. IBM’s 56K
Cellular-capable tops our PC Card chart.
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