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Probing the
fOMM tragedy

After Navy officials blamed a sui
cidal crewman for an explosion
killing 47 sailors, congressmen
tapped Sandia Labs, a weapons
research center, to investigate.

Popular Science presents its 3rd
annual "Best of What's New"—
100 of 1990's greatest achieve
ments in science and technology.
Some of the "Best": a new species
of monkey from Brazil, two new
Advanced Tactical Fighters, and a
technique from IBM to move
atoms one at a time. 53

Showdown for Saturn
Saturn is GM's best effort yet at
producing a small car. Can it
challenge the Japanese pedi-
greeds—Civic and CoroUa? ,v
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SPECIAL SECTION:
3RD ANNUAL
BEST OF WHAT'S NEW....53-82

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
Science newsfront fj
What really happened

on the Iowa? 34
Elevators that
capture energy. 93

COMPUTERS
AND ELECTRONICS
Electronics newsfront 32
A CD photo albiim for

your TV or computer. 42
TV for cars 33
Video games aim at reality 90

CARS AND DRIVING
Automotive newsfront 23
Car test:

showdown for Saturn ICQ
Recycling the car 106
"Say,Smokey—" 114

HOME PRODUCTS
AND TECHNOIOGY
Home newsfront 44
Canada's energy miser 94
Command kitchen 112

ADDITIONAL FEATURES
What's news
Readers talk back
Product information 141
Looking back 142

COVER DESIGN BYTOM WHITE

;ATbT
' The right choice.

AT&T invites you to view the year's top
100 new products and achievements
in science and technology.
See page 53.



WHAT REALLY HAPPENED ON THE USS. IOWA?

PoDukir

DECEMBER 1990
<19nn

b£^6-£9^SS N»
b£»

ZdN3

66S9ll0a ZIH 0Z0t6b
#g 66S9llOaZlH|,•

£9/.SS

Alilll AT

Gillt'S

3rd annual

THE YEAR'S IOC GREATEST
ACHIEVEMENTS IN SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY

N3NIXVW
911 xoa t HH
unziva s s


