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But That Would Be Wrong. .

By James Hassett

How often do we cheat and lie? In
what kinds of situations? Do
circumstances make much
difference? How do we feel about
our ethical choices? More than
24,000 readers answered PT’s ethics
questionnaire, providing ample
data for our report—the first

of several articles in this issue
addressing questions of

ethics in terms of psychology. One
generalization: people don’t often
live up to their ethical standards,
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Would You Believe a Child
Witness?

By Gail S. Goodman and

Joseph A. Michelli

Jurors often do, and should. Recent
research suggests that children’s
testimony can be a powerful force in
the courtroom, just as influential—
and accurate—as the testimony of
adults. But young witnesses

may need their own lawyers

in order to safeguard their welfare
in judicial battles,
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The Protection of Ezra Pound

By E. Fuller Torrey

New evidence shows that the poet,
diagnosed insane, was sane enough
to escape a treason trial with the
help of a distinguished psychiatrist
who engineered the finding that
Pound was mentally unfit.
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Living in Moral Pain

By Peter Marin

“Delayed-stress syndrome” is hardly
an appropriate diagnosis for a
troubled Vietnam veteran who has
participated in atrocities. Marin
argues that no therapy is equipped
to deal with moral torment.
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The Public Mind / Stepchildren of
the Moral Majority

By Daniel Yankelovich

Pollsters trying to measure the
numerical strengthfof the Motal
Majogitysinfordet to e€timiate its
impact on” American life ate‘on the
wrong track. Ask the right
questions, and you see that the
Reverend Jerry Falwell has a
potentially substantial closet
constituency, united on a single
concern: the effects of the
prevailing moral climate

of permissiveness on children.
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At Issue / A Dishonest Defense
By Steven Brill

A liberal lawyer argues the case
for abolishing the insanity plea.
“Intellectually dishonest,” he calls
it, and a contradiction of

the values our criminal justice
system tries to preserve.
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Newsline

Rollo May and B. F. Skinner
reneged, but other members of the
American Psychological Association
appeared at its 89th annual
convention with reports on
widowhood fantasies, mother-child
squabbles, sexually abused
prostitutes, and other matters.

97

Books'/ The Life Changers

By Zick Rubin

The statistical data are mainly
window dressing, but on balance
Gail Sheehy’s Pathfinders is a
worthy successor to Passages.
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The Brain / The Dreamer’s Paralysis
By Michael H. Chase

Why we don't act out our dreams.
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Can You Trust
\Children as
Court Witnesses?
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