
awaiting either the obvious further bans
on earplugs, nose plugs, eyeshades and
diet pills—or a much closer look at logic
by Rome.

Ruth W.alker Albers
Portland, Ore.

pr: As an ardent music lover. 1 want to
know if it is too much to hope that His
Holiness will confirm another tradition of
the church and reintroduce the castrati.
who contributed so much unearthly beau
ty to the church choirs of Rome, and else
where in Italy, in the 17th and I8th
centuries. They were abolished for hu
manitarian reasons.

J. Harold Douglas
Dublin

Who, Me?

Sir. Reading about the 58th annual con
vention of the National Urban League
lAug yj reminded me of an Akron Ur-
an League member's answer to my ques-

tion Why don't you Negroes of the
I get more involved in the
, slums?

R '̂ ®." should 17 I'm a Phieta Kappa, raised in an tipper-middle-
^ass area of Akron, star football player,
iNational Honor Society member, top of
my class in high school, graduate of Duke
University. What the hell do I know
about the slums and its problems? Why

t you go help out in the slums?'"
there you have it, I think.

Betty Carroll
Albuquerque

The Meaning of It All
Sir. Even in the much-maligned academic
journals, I have never read such solemn
nonsense as the allegedly "lucid pes-
simisrn of your Cioran Sampler [Aug. 9|.

really don't think the man is either
a philosopher or an intellectual; just a
manic-depressive lucky enough to have a
publisher.

Colon, Mich.
Royal K. Bodey

Sir: Nice of you to give a moment to
M. Cioran and his lyrical pungencies, but
he ought not to be compared with
Nietzsche et a!., if for no other reason
than Cioran has not yet dared to ques
tion the basis of his own sense of futil
ity, as obviously he must. Formal logic
should not be dismissed without taking
gratefully in hand the single legacy of
great value it has willed to us: the chal
lenge of the premises.

Having concluded that order, reasori.
and Ume are nothing more than norni-
nalistic nonentities in the chaos of the in
eluctable human paradox, but that life
insists upon being lived nevertheless, he
stopped, breathless in adoration at his
own poesy. He failed to continue to the in
exorable conclusion that meaning will in
sist upon inserting itself into the human
condition, whether it has realistic ap
plication or not—and that the .search for
specific meanings is the inescapable course
of every man's life. What Cioran is suf
fering from is lack of belief in the con
clusions of his own thought. Inasmuch as
meaning, like murder, will out. each of us
has only the choices of seeking it out foi
ourself or letting it passively happen.

J. G. Turner
Chicago

Description Challenged
Sir; In the article "Building a Biogra
Phy" [June 21 j, Time characterized Brit

ish fou'Talts' 'o- ''"!!}•'the Je!v-
Kimc.ho was |s ' p'̂ st Review,
ish I •hscr^ct aiiu Middle . ^ pgder-
Ihe official organ of /jij,„.,hern Re-
alion of Circa! Briiain , l^e. he )S
land. However, to my kni>w .ePLe.^^^
not. as >ou state, ...jh'es."
sensational anti-.Arab eia _ .,gd M'd'
the many years that he has repo_ y
It,. Fasiern aflaiis. he ha ^-oiiM

niuucii .

me many years that he as |o mV
die Eastern aflaus. he ^a that cob''̂
knowledge, published an\t =•
be so describerl.

Bureau Chie

Time Magazine
London

How They Died ,,thcr
Sir; Your ..''mposersdeaths of fbnntti^s <.onT^, ^„pers. t^^ve

sin
ilicatioiis ,1 sr

which

It has'never hccn J ^ .
Berg (1««5-I9.f5) died
due to his. had
bite on his ha • ^ ^hen •
(1905-64)
robbed and bea

Baltimore

Read It Like It Is Nat'd"''''cif l^ie-
Sir: In regard to mpilatio yoi'

."CpSngly. h."hsa«'„6cmned by teachors^ 'his ^^nd >-^3J
nothing surprising ^^gressi ^.g.A- usj
siders the lack ^ lUc ^
attitudes inhe teach^^j^

[b-rw E.'̂
f'SS ""'"".I.".'" KS-a"'[lonal "^ literary

,M«sl
Mnlvern, Pn. ..loJc:".. f , 0-mjU'- • . I'' I

. .N-arn'̂ ® y fl''

have read Sal. d ^^IV ^,4^ ib '̂Orwe I s are ,
.1... p ICS. anu . ,,ve i .i.,.rn- ...h ' .,

h-araninib .- ^
Sir: I '"j" c'liingcr
have read S.
_ _ r^-'IrWeU S ....

liny Throng life. ^
g at all ..boLit ^ learb
Sly'wou.d have

^—to till r- .LVif

Time ?p®and rv'rd an

To":
Jllustra -.^jons - dretv p,. ^

To":

P'̂ esiden-i,evlrt PreM ^jt, preF'""R.
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A letter from the PUBLISHER
£.

COMBAT reporting is never asafe
or simple job. But even for case-

hardened veterans, the Nigerian civil
war presents one of the meanest as
signments yet. Merely getting in and
out of Biafra is a dangerous and
doubtful proposition. The irregular
airlift from Lisbon flies through Ni
gerian antiaircraft fire to reach a
makeshift airstrip that is only open
at night. When correspondents final
ly manage to get in, they are shut
tled off to quarters in the Progress
Hotel in Aha, the country's provi
sional capital. When they are not in
the field, they face the hazards of
the Progress menu. This consists of
yams—fried for breakfast, boiled for
lunch, baked for dinner.

For Time Correspondent James
Wilde, a veteran of Algeria and Viet
Nam, and for Photographer Priya
Ramrakha, such hardships are hard
ly unusual. On and off, they spent
four days with a Biafran commando
unit behind enemy lines, crawled
through the brush with a Biafran ser
geant on a reconnaissance mission,
joined white mercenaries leading a
dangerous ambush. What really trou
bled Wilde about this assignment was
what he saw happening to Biafra
and its people. "A chaplain travels
from village to village administering
last rites to the dying and blessing
the heaps of the already dead," wrote
Wilde. "Vultures screech in the
brooding, muggy sky. The air is fet
id with despair and death. Report
ing this story is depressing beyond
description."

Covering the federal side of the
conflict was rarely more pleasant for
Paris Correspondent Friedel Unge
heuer. But as Time's former West Af
rica correspondent, Ungeheuer was
fortunate to find some old heer-
drinking buddies among customs of
ficials at Lagos airport to help him
past the red tape and get him on a
flight to Enugu, former capital of
the Eastern Region, for an eyewit
ness report of relief operations.

COMBAT CORRESPONDENT WILDE

Cover Writer William Doerner and
Associate Editor Jason McManus
also had valuable background files
from Time's Nairobi Bureau Chief
Edwin Rcingold and Ottawa Bureau
Chief Alan Grossman. During two
years in West Africa, Grossman cov
ered the Iho massacres that led to
the present civil war. Among his
more vivid memories, Grossman re
called walking along the platform at
the Kano railroad station, "a hand
kerchief clasped to my nose to dull
the lingering stench of more than a
hundred Iho corpses." For him, too,
it was all a depressing experience.

Artist Jacob Lawrence, who is
making his first appearance on a
Time cover, has been the recipient
of a long list of honors since his ap
prentice days at the Harlem Ajt
Workshop in the 1930s. His paint
ings now hang in many of the world's
major museums. His cover painting
reflects the observations of eight
months' of living and traveling in Ni
geria in 1964. Of the war, he says;
"After talking to Nigerians from the
east and west, we were not surprised
when the conflict broke out."

NDEX
Cover S+ory 20 Essay

Art

Books 64
Business 5B

Cinema 63

Education 50

Letters 7

18

.42 Listings 2 Press
Medicine 46

Milestones 57

Modern Living 40
Music 52
Nation 10
People 37

.........54
Religion 38
Science 5^
Sport 45
TV & Radio 49
World 20



89
61

'E
3

is
n

o
n

v

FE
B

7Q
Lw

q
A

fiI
2Q

D
'̂7

T5
5

5H
fl

M
R

D
O

N
A

LD
G

LO
rt

2
1

5
0

A
R

G
O

N
N

E
D

R
M

IN
N

E
A

P
O

L
IS

M
N

5
5

4
5

1


