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awaiting either the obvious further bans
on earplugs, nose plugs, eyeshades and
| diet pills—or a much closer look at logic
by Rome. ‘

i RUTH WALKER ALBERS
Portland, Ore.

.er: \s .zm'urdcnl music lover, I want to
know if it is too much to hope that His
Holiness will confirm another tradition u.f
the church and reintroduce the castrati
‘Who contributed so much unearthly hcuu—.
| ty to the church choirs of Rome. and else-
| where in Ttaly, in the 17th and 18th
centuries. They were abolished for hu-
manitarian reasons.
| B J. HAroOLD DoucLas

Who, Me?

| .
‘ 3'@;1 Reading about the 58th annual con-
‘(m( of the National Urban League
L{*U& 91 reminded me of an Akron Ur-
li:l)rl'll LL\IXL;EL member’s answer to my ques-
midiﬂc L‘l‘lySS d((’)nt you Negroes of the
slums?” ass get more involved in the
Bel:w}](y' ll’fe hell should 1?7 I'm a Phi
| ciage ard'ppd} raised in an upper-middle-
| Natio 'ICd of Akron, star football player,
| m c]r.](,1 Honor Society member, top of
Uzl.ve"‘“_?' in high school, graduate of Duke
aboutr?g{/' yWhuL the hell do T know
| don’t “)L slums and its problems? Why
iThere‘(“ g0 help out in the slums?”
} you have it, I think.
[ T—— BeETTY CARROLL

| The Meaning of It All

)'SOI;: ,I]E.Ven in the much-maligned academic
nonri“ S, I have never read such solemn
< sense  as the allegedly “lucid pes-
I”;Hn;j of your Cioran Sampler [Aug. 9].
5 ehd.] Y don’t think the man is either
;na?)jcl SSOph61: or an intellectual; just a
IC-depressive lucky enou ave a
publisher. v enough to have
: RovaL K. BODEY
Colon, Mich.

Sir; Nice of you to give a moment (o
M. Cioran and’ his lyrical pungencies, but
he ought not to "be compared with
Nietzsche er al., if for no other reason
than Cioran has not yet dared to ques-
tion the basis of his own sense of futil-
1‘ly, as obviously he must. Formal logic
should not be dismissed without taking
gratefully in hand the single legacy of
great value it has willed to us: the chal-
lenge of the premises.

Hav_mg concluded that order. reason,
and time are nothing more than nomi-
nalistic nonentities in the chaos of the in-
eluctable human paradox, but that life
Insists upon being lived nevertheless. he
stopped, breathless in adoration at his
own poesy. He failed to continue to the in-
exorable conclusion that meaning will in-
sist upon inserting itself into the human
co.ndlyon. whether it has realistic ap-
plication or not—and that the search for
specific meanings is the inescapable course
of every man’s life. What Cioran is suf-
fermg from is lack of belief in the con-
clusions of his own thought. Inasmuch as
meaning, like murder. will out. each of us
has only the choices of seeking 1t out for
ourself or letting it passively happen.

J. GG. TURNER

Chicago

Description Challenged

Sir:u In the article “Building a Biogrd-
phy” [June 21|, Time characterized Brit-

Mr.

' kimche unfairly.

A}--l_lllm'.‘*t:‘ \\"J\ for 15 vears editor of the J‘i::‘
ish (Wbserver and Middle Fast REWCS
the official organ of the Zionist ,l L(Il‘c.
ation of Great Britmn and Nt’l'lh‘,:mhe %
land. However. to my krwwl}‘dli-’}-fm_ his
not. as you state, “known mainly During

T jatribes. :
sensational anti-Arab dratri ted Mld-'

7 -eporl
the many vears that he has [:P\-cr y my
dle Fastern affairs. he has T that could

i 2 ing
knowledge. published anything

be so described. JAMES BE'Llf‘
Burcal Chie

imeE Magazine
[.ondon

How They Died o hizﬁl‘r‘]
> 4 g . on the ré .
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A letter from the PUBLISHER

COMBAT reporting is never a safe
or simple job. But even for case-
hardened veterans, the Nigerian civil
war presents one of the meanest as-
signments yzt. Merely getting in and
out of Biafra is a dangerous and
doubtful proposition. The irregular
airlift from Lisbon flies through Ni-
gerian antiaircraft fire to reach a
makeshift airstrip that is only open
at night. When correspondents final-
ly manage to get in, they are shut-
tled off to quarters in the Progress
Hotel in Aba, the country’s provi-
sional capital. When they are not in
the field, they face the hazards of
the Progress menu. This consists of
yams—fried for breakfast, boiled for
lunch, baked for dinner.

For TiME Correspondent James

e

»

A

e

N W,
e

Wilde, a veteran of Algeria and Viet COT CO‘l;IiESPO;;l;EP;I;‘ WILl;
Nam, and for Photographer Priya
Ramrakha, such hardships are hard- Cover Writer William Doerner and

ly unusual. On and off, they spent Associate Editor Jason McManus
four days with a Biafran commando also had valuable background files
unit behind enemy lines, crawled from TiME's Nairobi Bureau Chief
through the brush with a Biafran ser- Edwin Reingold and Ottawa Bureau
geant on a reconnaissance mission, Chief Alan Grossman. During two
joined white mercenaries leading a  years in West Africa, Grossman cov-
dangerous ambush. What really trou-  ered the Ibo massacres that led to
bled Wilde about this assignment was  the present civil war. Among his
what he saw happening to Biafra more vivid memories, Grossman re-
and its people. “A chaplain travels called walking along the platform at
from village to village administering the Kano railroad station, “a hand-
last rites to the dying and blessing Kkerchief clasped to my nose to dull
the heaps of the already dead,” wrote  the lingering stench of more than a
Wilde. “Vultures screech in the hundred Ibo corpses.” For him, too,
brooding, muggy sky. The air is fet- it was all a depressing experience.

id with despair and death. Report- S-S
ing this story is depressing beyond Artist Jacob Lawrence, who is
description.” making his first appearance on a

Covering the federal side of the TIME cover, has been the recipient
conflict was rarely more pleasant for of a long list of honors since his ap-
Paris Correspondent Friedel Unge- prentice days at the Harlem Art
heuer. But as TIME’s former West Af-  Workshop in the 1930s. His paint-
rica correspondent, Ungeheuer was ings now hang in many of the world’s
fortunate to find some old beer- major museums. His cover painting
drinking buddies among customs of- reflects the observations of eight
ficials at Lagos airport to help him months’ of living and traveling in Ni-
past the red tape and get him on a geria in 1964. Of the war, he says:
flight to Enugu, former capital of “After talking to Nigerians from the
the Eastern Region, for an eyewit- east and west, we were not surprised
ness report of relief operations. when the conflict broke out.”
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