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A letter from the PUBLISHER

ON April 8, 1966. Tlme's cover
po,sed the question "Is God

Dead?" The story discu.ssed the
emergence and growing voice of
the "God is dead" school of theo
logians. It proved to be one of the
most provocative articles the mag
azine has ever run. and for months
the arguments and addenda kept
coming in from concerned readers.

Recently, the death-of-God theo
logians have fallen silent, while min
isters of all denominations have em
barked on new, dynamic ways of
bringing the divine back into daily
existence. Hence Time's follow-up
cover story. "Is God Coming Back
to Life?" Again, the question de
fies a positive answer, but the ar
ticle searches for the evidence
around us.

Edited by Michael Demarest,
Time's Christmas cover was an es

pecially satisfying assignment for
those who worked on it. Researcher
Clare Mead, before coming to
Time, taught high .school in Texas
as a Dominican nun. Researcher
Margaret Mary Bach, a former
chairman of the philosophy depart
ment at Marymount College. Tar-
rytown, N.Y.. was a member in
the order of the Sacred Heart of
Mary. Writer Mayo Mohs often re
ported on religion from our Lo.s An
geles bureau before coming to New
York in 1966, and contributed to
the chapter "Heaven and Hell" in
Time-Life's book Can Chrislianily
Survive?

•

As the tumultuous '60s draw to
a close. Time's various departments
this week present their summation
of the "Top of the Decade"—the
ten events in each area that seem
to us to have had the greatest im
pact or to symbolize the most im
portant events. We hope that read
ers will be intrigued by—even if
they may occasionally disagree with

the judgments of our editors and
critics.

The Cover: A graphic design by
Peter Gee,
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