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A letter from the PUBLISHER

thinking back to the early '60s, Reporter-Researcher Sydnor Van
derschmi(jt recalls the ijifficulties that "space journalism" had in opt

ting off the ground: "When the space age began, it seemed that no one
was prepared to mterpret the developments for a general audience The sci
ent.sts used incomprehensible jargon, and a typical reCer '̂Quest onwas How in the world does that satellite stay up there?' " Since then
S>d observes newsmen have acquainted themselves with orbSl me'
chanics, and the scientists have finally learned to speak English "

Assigned to Time's Science section for the past 13 years Svri
other staffers in our specialized departments, has had ample opoLtuii^v
to be both pupil and teacher. She has worked on 17 co^r stories and
this weeks is her eleventh on space travel. Her job last week invoWed di
gesting and summarizing complex oi\ed (Ji-
NASA flight plans, scientific studies
of the moon and background dis
patches from OLir own correspon
dents. After the story was written
and edited, her task was to make
sure that the dozens of facts and
figures in it were accurate.
Throughout, she kept an eye on
the human details of drama and
suspense that make the moon jour
ney an adventure far beyond sci
ence and technology.

Reporter-Researcher Vander-
schmidt's fascination with the
drama of flight does not end in
the office. Driving each weekend
from their West Side Manhattan
apartoent to a small airstrip in

Catskills, she and her husband
1om put their knowledge of aero
dynamics to the acid test by fly
ing gliders.

Other members of our own

DAVJD gahr

SYDNOR VANDERSCHMIDT
uni UWll

eranc^f uncomfortable in a glider, but thev arp v f
ton on extensively from Cape Kennedy Ld Hornton on the science of the flight, lunar geology, and the rencfinnc p u"
In^ glitches arose, John Wilhelm Leo Janr,° ^
Fr^GoS s'̂ Perience on the siacrhrf

bleachers more than faintly reminiscent of a clTsfJ Jammed pressways plenty of backslappmg'anSgS"1" nS •h "I"etScJi,. up, ,he oldlimers as wide-eyed ,„d aw'es.ruel aT SdTa^fc
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