
A LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER

The relation between the President and the press," says Hugh
Sidey, "should be as friendly enemies. We are concerned with

what really happens rather than what the White House tells us, and
frequently there are differences." Sidey's education in those distinc
tions started in 1960, when he covered John Kennedy's campaign
for Time. He then served as White House correspondent and began
contributing a column to Life, an enterprise he continued after be
coming Time's Washington bureau chief. When Life ceased pub
lication, we decided that Sidey's personal view of the President and
the office was too valuable to lose. Thus, this week we introduce
Hugh Sidey writing on the presidency as a regular feature in Time.

Sidey's pieces will appear two or three times a month in the Na
tion section. The contentwill vary from analyses of presidential pol

icy, through the kind of entertain
mentoffered in the White House, to
the ways in which Richard Nixon
wields the presidency's vast powers
This week Sidey describes the aura
of calmefficiency that often insulates
Nixon from the very real problems
outside the White House.

"The whole world marches
through the White House," says Si
dey. "I intend to take up part-time
residence at the Time typewriter in
the basement and watch the parade
But you also have to stand in the
streets with the plain folks and lis
ten to their cheers and boos. You
have to look at the apparition be
hind the tall fences and put into
words its postures and bloviations,
its true hopes and triumphs."

It is the rare Administration that
takes kindly to criticism. Sidey, like
others, has sometimes been the tar
get of reprisals. His reportingof for

eign policy problems provoked Kennedy to cut off Sidey's White
House sources for two weeks in 1961. Lyndon Johnson once re
sponded toa column by dismissing Sidey asan"Ivy Leaguer." (Sidey,
a fourth-generation lowan, went to Iowa State College.) Spiro Ag-
new has ranked Sidey among the Administration's biased critics. Re
views like that demand continued performances.
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HUGH SIDEY

On the ground floor of the Time-Life Building in Manhattan.
Time Inc. maintains an exhibit center that is open to the public on
weekdays. Currently on display is a sampling of Time-Life videocas
settes. Visitors will be able to learn how the system is adapted for
use on home TV sets and to watch some of the taped programs. The
subjects are as diverse as golf, cooking, business management and
—for loyalists to the print medium—an eight-lesson course in speed
reading. Everyone is welcome to drop in for a look.
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Dyjld a library of great bargains. Join
the Bargain Book Club. You'll get the
too best sellers you want at up to
75% off publishers' prices. That's
iwice ttie savings of any other book
club' Books that sell for $5.95, $6.95
and more will come to you foras little
as $1 -69. plus sliipping and tiandling.

You'll choose from a wide selec
tion of novels, reference works,
how-to books, cookbooks, classics
and many more. Titles like THE MIND

OF ADOLF HITLER, THE WINDS OF
WAR, HONOR THY FATHER, and THE
GIRLS IN THE OFFICE. And all Bar
gain Books are handsome, un
abridged, hard-cover editions.

So join America's lowest-priced
book club now. And join ttie thou
sands of people wtio have discovered
how to get thie biggest savings in
books today. The Bargain Book Club,
Garden City, New York 11530.
The Bargain Book Club offers Its own comD\ele
hniil-bouna editions, sometimes altered in size to
lit special prebsus and save menibei's even more.
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