A LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER

i President and the press,” says Hugh
TH’E rel.?t;’%rzjlge{)v;e;: flr};:ndly enemies. We are concerned with
Sldey,” Sha ens rather than what the White House tells us, and
s real ythesepare differences.” Sidey’s education in ll}ose distinc-
ey d in 1960, when he covered John Kennedy's campaign
fort Startfl:-l llnhen served as White House correspondent and began
i column to LIFE, an enterprise he continued after be-
Soninouting 4 Washington bureau chief. When LIFE ceased pub-
foatios TIM(IJE ; ided that Sidey’s personal view of the President and
R : ?Ctloo valuable to lose. Thus, this week we introduce
the Ofﬁ?e wd,s iting on the presidency as a regular feature in TIME.
el Sld‘ey e s will appear two or three times a month in the Na-
i Sldey o The tent will vary from analyses of_ presidential pol-
hop seetion:. The <ot icy, through the kind of entertain-
ment offered in the White Hous.e, to
the ways in which Richard Nixon
wields the presidency’s vast powers.
This week Sidey describes the aura
of calm efficiency that often insulates
Nixon from the very real problems
outside the White House.

“The whole world marches
through the White House,” says Si-
dey. "I intend to take up part-time
residence at the TIME typewriter in
the basement and watch the parade.
But you also have to stand in the
streets with the plain folks and ljs-
ten to their cheers and boos. You
have to look at the apparitlon_be-
hind the tall fences and put into
words its postures and bloviations,
its true hopes and triumphs."_

It is the rare Administration that
takes kindly to criticism. Sidey, like
others, has sometimes bce_n the tar-
get of reprisals. His ‘Efc%(.)élm‘g ({{/;Qr_
S < ennedy to cut off Sidey's ite
o b 1o r&zzt:dianmAyLynqpn Johnson once re-
House sources lumn by dismissing Sidey as an “Ivy Leaguer. (Sidey,
spondaciioagn n lowan, went to lowa State College.) Spiro Ag-
a founh-gi\rl‘(irénsliodey among the Administration’s biased critics. Re-

sra ! . ¢
ngz\/?ﬁke that demand continued E)erformance.s.
the Time-Life Building in Manhqltan,
o grpliggnsﬁggregkflibit center that is open to the public on
Tie % E]amentli/ ondisplay is a sampling OleME-ITIFE video cas-
wetkio l“trwill be able to learn how the system is adapted for
g - Vlsuto[;v sets and to watch some of the taped programs. The
i home’ diverse as golf, cooking, business management and
subjects ",I'F ta‘sto the ‘print medium—an eight-lesson course in speed
—_fg{nlgoygv‘f:rbyone is welcome to drop in for a look.
rea .
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