
A LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER
For this week's Sport preview of the George Foreman-Muham

mad All title fight in Zaire, Nairobi Bureau ChiefLee Griggs revis
ited the capital city ofKinshasa. When hewas lastthere in 1962, the
city was known as LeopoldviQe, the country was the Congo, and the
story was about a bloody revolution. "Needless to say, things are
much more pleasant today," says Griggs. "The sight ofa press card
m the old days often provoked soldiers into prodding you with bay
onets or banging you in the kidneys with rifle butts Today thev
wave youthrough roadblocks and evensmileon occasion"Griggs qmckly learned, however, that many ofthe old frustrations
of news gathering had persisted. "The telephone system remains a
shambles, punctuahty is still nonexistent, and appoLtments are seN
dom kept. The old Belgian bureaucracy has been embroidered upon
and e^anced, and the matabish. or bribe, is still in full flower "

Meanwhile, mthe U.S., other TIME correspondents mterviewed
members of Foreman's fam
ily and reported on the spe
cial financial arrangements
of this multimillion-doUar
bout. Their files went to Se
nior Editor Laurence Barrett,
Reporter-Researcher Jay
Rosenstein, and Sport Editor
Philip Taubman, who pre
pared to write this week's
story by visiting both fighters
at their U.S. training camps.

"George Foreman is a
private person who is clearly
not comfortable in the pres
ence of inquiring reporters,"
says Taubman. To penetrate
that privacy, Taubman tried
to corner his publicity-shy

• p, subject at his training camp
rieasanton, Calif. For a week Taubman shadowed the champion

Qurmg hisdailyworkouts and whilehe playedwith his dogs and hors
es. One day after a home-cooked meal of frankfurters, the two sat
down together in Foreman'shouse while the championwatched and
anal^ed old fight films. "Foreman has a certain simple dignity about
Wm," reports Taubman, "an unpretentious quality that makes him a
refreshing athlete."

If Taubman had difficulty getting Foreman to talk, Ali was hard
to stop. At the challenger's training camp in Deer Lake, Pa., Taub
man vainly tried tosqueeze questions into Ali's nonstop monologues
Even at 6 in the morning when I joined him for his roadwork he

ended a three-mile run along a quiet country lane by showing'me
how he will beat Foreman. There, atadeserted intersection AU start
ed throwing jabs and combinations at me. Notclose enough toreach
me, but close enough to scare me." Taubman may have flinched
from Ah's punches, but not from forecasting the challenger's dntn
fall on Sept. 24. His prediction: "Foreman insix." down-
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