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THE WEEKLY NEWSMAGAZINE

A Letter from the Publisher

T hough it was not, of course, a requirement for the assi_gnmen}.
toa man and woman those involved in preparing this week’s
cover story on the growing problem of tax evasion
declare themselves to be meticulous compliers
with Internal Revenue Service rules. More sur-
prisingly, and undeniably an asset in their tasks on
the project, most also said that they calculated
their own taxes, filed their own returns, and strug-
gled valiantly with the quirks and variations of the |
law. Says Washington Correspondent David
Beckwith, who prepares his own forms: “I took
_two courses in taxation at law school, and I try to
keep abreast of major tax developments. Still, I'm
one of those fools who overwithholds and gives the
Government an interest-free loan of my money.
I'm happy though—I got my refund two weeks
ago.” Los Angeles Reporter Laura Meyers’ re-
turns, she says, get ever more complicated: “This
year I had to fill out a 1040, a Schedule C for busi-

ness proprietor, a Schedule G for income averag- Zagorin with nemesis: 1040

ing and a Schedule D for I can’t even remember .
what. But I find that if I read everything line by line twice
through, O.K., maybe three times, I can eventually figure it out.”
Chicago Reporter Thomas McCarroll is waiting to file till
the last possible moment: “April 15 at 11:58 p.m.,” he vows. “I
want to keep my money as long as possible.” Reporter-Re-

searcher JoAnn Lum, who assisted Senior Writer Otto Friedrich
with the cover story, will also delay filing till deadline time: “I
hate it,” she says, “‘so I always procrastinate.” Another reporter-
researcher who worked on the cover story was Sidney Urquhart:
she and her husband, with two jobs and six children between
them, find the services of an accountant helpful, as
does New York Correspondent Adam Zagorin.

Zagorin, who interviewed agents in the
city’s regional IRS office, tax compliance moni-
tors and criminal tax lawyers, also talked with
observers of, and participants in, New York’s
underground economy. It is an area in which
Zagorin thinks he has special expertise: he was
assigned for 1) years to the TIME bureau in
Beirut, where tax collection has become highly
informal. “Few official taxes are collected in
Lebanon even now,” reports Zagorin, “only the
unofficial taxes demanded by various parties
factions and militias and collected from under_’
| ground and above-ground enterprises. It is an
| illegal but organized system.” Far more so than
in New York City, says Zagorin, noting that it
is teeming with underground operators: “Many
of them, one must assume, are not reporting
their income. Oddly enough, in Manhattan, the street vep.
dors now even surround IRS headquarters.”
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American Scene
Oysters are harder to
find in Chesapeake
Bay, but fishermen
have a new harvesting
technique: diving
down after them.
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Essay

The study of books
occupies the center of
modern education.
But what exactly do
teachers of literature
teach?
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In El Salvador, all the
talk is about talks.

> Another Soviet
warning on weapons.
> Australia suffers its
worst drought.

62

Cinema

Monty Python'’s latest
farrago investigates
The Meaning of Life.
> Robert Duvall is a

(t?born country boy in
Tender Meycies.

nited 5
611.

d weekly at the subscription price of $41 pe(r){::ré.béear.

n part without wri
where TIME magazine circul

unro, President; Thayer Bigelow, Treasurer; Charl
trademark registration in the Upiis. & ENtS reserved. Reproduction in whole or |

Fairbanks Court, Chicago, Ill. 60 gtLt]ﬁngd in the foreign countries

42

Video

The Thorn Birds, ten
hours long and slow
as a stunned mullet, 18
a gum-nut tragedy all
the way, but no din-
kum specimen.
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A superb show at the
National Gallery dlS.-
plays the crowded, vi-
brant imagery of 17th
century Neapolitan
painting.
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Chicago into a tizzy.
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arms-control nominee

under attack.

The Falklands: One
year after the Argen-
tine invasion, the
kelpers mourn a som-
nqlenl way of life that
will never return,
British troops out-
number natives, and
undetonated land
Mines pose a constant

hazard.
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OPEC rolls back prices
for the first time.

» Steelworkers bu)f
their plant to save it.
» A new contracep-
tive is easy to use.
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Books

The obscure Mexican
artist Frida Kahlo
was more colorful
than her husband
Diego Rivera or her
lover Leon Trotsky.
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Medicine

AIDS, the epidemic
that strikes gay men,
spreads faster. The
question: Will it hit
the general public—
and when?
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Computers

Some 1 million Amer-
icans now use micros
to catalogue every-
thing from fish in the
sea to guests at a
wedding.
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