The Pentagon is not always the labyrinth of secrets that out-
siders imagine. For this week’s cover story on defense, Correspon-
dents Bruce Nelan and Jerry Hannifin penetrated the maze and found.
according to Hannifin, that the military is “one of the most

sible beats in Washington.” “It’s no bunker filled with manic Strange-
loves planning the next war,” says Nelan. *

IU's really like any other
big company, except that its business is national security. People
stop to chat in the halls, and the doors of the brass are open.”

Nelan attributes the Pentagon’s new candor to Defense Secre-
tary Harold Brown and his Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs,
Thomas B. Ross. Brown announced when he took over that he was
running an open administration and
that all legitimate questions would be
answered. Says Nelan: “It’s not that
the uniformed officers suddenly think

reporters are wonderfy or even re-
sponsnble~they don’t. But they have
reached the conclusion that being se-
cretive is only going to compound
their Image problemg
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