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NASSER was no stranger to TIME's correspondents,
GM;I(/;? w/:;?:f}lx‘ey strangers to him. Indeed, such was the E_gyptiqn lead-
er's charm that few journalists found th.elr dealings with him im-
personal, and in the 18 years he was in power he formed rela-
tionships with a number of TiME stgﬁ"ers.
Jim Bell, now Rome bureau chief, was the first TimEg correspondent
to meet Nasser. Scarcely two months after the
1952 coup that ousted King Farouk, Bell was ip-
troduced to a relatively unknown member of the
new ruling junta named Gamal Abde| Nasser. The
young lieut. colonel, Bell learned, was to clear the
questions he proposed to ask the junta’s strong-
man, General Mohammed Naguib. Soon Bel| began
to suspect that El! Bekbashi (the Lieut. Colonel)
was clearing the answers as well. As a result of
Bell’s investigations, TIME, on May 4, 1953, be-
came the first major publication to state flatly that
Nasser, not Naguib, was the rea] power in Egypt.
Another newsman who had close personal ties
with Nasser was Wilton Wynn. Now 3 TIME cor-
respondent in Rome, Wynn went to Cairo in 1945
to teach at the American University, married 3 Cairo-
born Lebanese and became a foreign correspondent,
He met Nasser informally in 1955 and soon learneq
that the colonel took a lively interest in the work-
ings of the foreign press. Wynn grew yged to Nas-
ser’s critiques of the coverage he received, byt
puzzled when he began to criticize S
published. Wynn asked Nasser how
“The last thing 1T do at night,” N
read copies of your press cables,”
Mediterranean Correspondent 1.
last TIME reporter to interview N
1969—and like the others, he wa
ser,” said Griggs, “absolutely ch
you.” Modesty, maintained Griggs, was his method
Not only did Nasser admit his owp, Mistakes, by he
frequently pressed his interviewers for their'advice
) X N “Forget about me for a minute,” he told Griggs. “Tell
GRIGGS ~ me what’s new in Lebanon.”
. For this week’s cover story, Bel] i Rome, Wynn j
Cairo and Griggs in Beirut added their impressions of the impact of N, "
ser’s death to their recollections of his life. The i oy

( reporting Was coord:.
nated by Beirut Bureay Chief Gavin Scott. Also contrib;ting; Ma:ﬂl
Levin and John Shay in Jerusalem, Lansing Lamont in [ o d n
man Nickel ang Willi i i

5 - ed stor
accompanying boxes were written by Spencer Davidson J and

] and
Doerner, assisted by Researchers Ursula Nadasdy

W
5 and B
article was edited by Ronalq Kriss. City Suyker, The

L was
tories not yet
It was done,
asser replied, “g

ee Griggs was the
asser—on May 2,
S impressed. “Nas-
arms the sockg oft
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