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^AMAL Abdel Nasser was no stranger to Time's correspondents
^ nor were they strangers to him. Indeed, such was the Egyptian lead'
er's charm that few journalists found their dealings with him im
personal, and in the 18 years he was in power he formed rela"
tionships with a number of Time staffers.

Jim Bell, now Rome bureau chief, was the first Time correspondent
to meet Nasser. Scarcely two months after the
1952 coup that ousted King Farouk, Bell was in
troduced to a relatively unknown member of the
new ruling junta named Gamal Abdel Nasser The
young heut. colonel. Bell learned, was to clear the
questions he proposed to ask the junta's strono
man. General Mohammed Naguib. Soon Bell beoan
to suspect that El Bekbashi (the Lieut. ColoneU
was clearing the answers as well. As a result of
Bells investigations. Time, on May 4 iQsa u
came the first major publication to stat; flady tha^
Nasser, not Naguib, was the real power in E^vnt

Another newsman who had close personal tie.
with Nasser was Wilton Wynn. Now a Time
pspondent in Rome, Wynn went to CairoTn 194s
to teach at the American University married nr
born Lebanese and became aforeign cor^Loonr'?"
He met Nasser informally in 1955 and soon ?
that the colonel took aLly intere^ Tth
ings of the foreign press. Wynn grew used toT'"
sers critiques of the coverage he received
puzzled when he began to criticize stn '
published. Wynn asked Nasser how °t was"°d
The last thing I do at night," Nasser rem

read copies ofyour press cables." ^P'led, "is
Mediterranean Correspondent Tpp r-,.-last Time reporter to interview Nasse?.^^^

1969-and like the others, he was inin^^^^y 2.
ser," said Griggs, "absolutely charms the^ 1
you." Modesty, maintained Grigas was h
Not only did Nas,ser admit his own Sake
frequently pressed his interviewers for th
"Forget about me fora minute," hetniH r- ^^vice.
me what's new inLebanon." Cnggs. "Tell

Forthis week's cover story, Bell in Rnn x,
ser's deathT'°l^ ™P''essions of the imn '̂t
Sed hv R° recollections of his life. The reportir^"''̂ ^as-
Levin '̂ 'so contrihm^^^ ^oordi-
man Nickel an 1urY ^^^salem, Lansing Lamont in Londn"®'
rccoi^jl^aS^y ng i" Washington. The fi^st"'
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