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A Letter from the Publisher

w ith this issue, TIME introduces a new section, one that will
encompass numerous areas of human activity and focus
them in a fresh, invigorating fashion. The title:
Design. !

“Form follows function” has been the an-
them of much 20th century architecture and de-
sign, but it will be the function of the Design sec-
tion to follow form—to trace its myriad varieties
and analyze its influence on the way we live, work
and play. The section will interpret, in the widest
possible sense, the patterns and shapes of our
world. Design, noted the celebrated architect
Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, includes everything
from teacups to city planning. Accordingly, says [
Senior Editor William Ewald, who will edit the [Ji¥.
new section, “Design will deal with, say, the sil-
houette of a new telephone, with why the Susan
B. Anthony dollar was doomed from the start,
with eggcups, airports, flowerpots, type faces,
shopping centers, shoehorns, bus seats and
world’s fairs.” As long as something has a pur-
poseful design in terms of function, structure or goal, it will fall
within the broad province of the section.

The writer of the Design section will be TIME Contributor
Wolf Von Eckardt, 63, former architecturt; and design critic of the
Washington Post. Ever since fleeing Berlin as a political refugee
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Contributor Woif Von Eckardt

in 1936, Von Eckardt has been involved with the multifarious
aspects of design as a typesetter, graphic designer, critic and au-
thor of such books as A Place to Live: The Crisis of the Cities (1968)
and Back to the Drawing Board! Planning Livable Cities (1979).
Von Eckardt was a recipient of one of the first Ford Foundation
grants for writersin the arts, and is the holder of an
American Institute of Architects medal for distin-
1 | guished criticism of architecture. Two weeks ago
. he was in the noted “new town” of Tapiola, Fin-
. land, to receive the Tapiola medal for promoting
s the idea of well-designed planned communities.
Von Eckardt sees the new section as “taking a
\ practical approach to design, to encourage the
' kind of design that makes the world more livable_
™ Noting the historical discrepancy between the va-
garies of elitist taste and what people really want
Von Eckardt believes that “we have a right to sa3;
we like thisand we don’t like that: we must partici-
{ pate more actively in the design of the world
around us. The problems of living are not simply
engineering problems. It makes sense to solve
them artistically.” This week Von Eckardt as.
sesses a novel Dutch idea for redesigning streets
In the process, he raises a vision that will be a
touchstone of all the Design sections to come: the harmonious
coexistence of man and machine.
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Cover: The un-
checked growth of en-
titlements, such as the
federally subsidized
school lunch, threat-
ens to swamp the bud-
get with deficits. How
to cut back without
hurting the needy
now challenges the
U.S. See NATION.
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Europe is haunted by  In Brooklyn,a boy of — As John Hinckley’s

ghe threat that grow-
Ing unemployment
will cause social and
political disruptions.
> Walesa is re-elected
Solidarity head at a
congress that bears on
the future of union—
and nation. » Soviet
youths rock at mini-
Woodstock. » Exclu-
sive: a victim tells of
torture by Khomeini’s
regime.
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the streets inhabits a
world few whites ever
see, a Dickensian hell
of drugs, death and
hopelessness.
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Medicine
Pharmacists, long dis-
missed as mere pill
counters, are begin-
ning to advise doctors
about drug dosages
and side effects.

trial approaches, the
insanity defense
draws criticism as a
means of telling the
mad from the bad.
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At Paris’ Pompidou
Center, an overloaded
show documents the
queen city’s slide into
artistic debility in
1937-57.
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Stock Markets: Panic
prfavailed, but only
briefly, on major ex-
changes as prices
plunged. But they re-
cov.ered smartly, reas-
suring investors that
world economies were
not on the brink of
collapse. See Econo-
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