TIM

THE WEEKLY NEWSMAGAZINE

< oo Briton Habbi 1898-1929
FOUNDERS: frpsry R. Luce 1898-1067

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF . . ..o oonnonrincaeeees
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD... ..
PRESIDENT. . . . P
CHAIRMAN cutive CoauT
SENIOR STATEF EDITOR.

VICE CHATRMAN . o .0y sansvmonvueecsssanssss
MANAGING EDITOR

Henry Anatole Grunwald

ASSISTANT MANAGING EDITORS

Edward L. Jamieson, Richard M. Seamon

. SENIOR EDITORS
A. T. Baker, Laurence 1. Barrett, George G. Dani n
Elson, Timothy l‘oote, l.eon Jaroff, Ronald 1*. 8
Loeb, Peter Bird Martin, Jason McManus, Robert Shna!

ART DIRECTOR

T ouis R. Glessmann

ASSOCIATE EDITORS
Douglas Auchincloss, Harriet Bachman, LEdwin Bolwell, Gurney
Breckenfeld, Clell Bryant, Richard Burgheim, Gilbert Cant,
seorge J. Church, Gerald Clarke, Spencer Davidson, Philip
Herrera,” Keith R. Johnson, T. Kalem, Stefan Kanfer, Ray
Kennedy, John Koffend, Ed Magnuson, Lance Morrow, John M.
Scott, David B. Tinnin, Edwin G. Warner.

e CONTRIBUTING EDITORS )
“"“Ig\m E. Barnes:, William Bender, Patricia Blake, Ruth Brine,
ay Cocks, Christopher T. Cory, Harold B. Crowther Jr.. Johanna
Davis, George Dickerson, William K. Doerner, Martha M. Dufty,
José M. Ferrer 111, Frederic Golden, Mark S. (-o()(!l})ﬂn. James
Grant, Robert G. Hummerstone, Geoffrey James, Timothy
Jamgs' Marguerite Johnson, Robert T, Jones, Katie Kelly, Bob
McCabe, Mayo Mohs, Mark Nichols, James Randall, R. Z
Sheppard, James F. Simon, William I£. Smith, Larry Still, Peter
Stoler, Peter Swerdloff, Gene Thornton, John 5. Tompkins, Mark
Vishniak, Carey Winfrey.

RESEARCHERS

Marylois I'. Vega (Chief), Leah Shanks Gordon, Lu Anne Aunlepp,
s ega (Chief), Leah Sh anks, nur(us. L Ange Buiehe:
ca:d, Joy Howden, Amelia

T
hall

G
i\,{ancy MecD. Chase, Maria Luis
arta A. IFitzgerald, Dorothy Hay
Viraini North. . Bl
irginia_Adams, Susan Altchelz, Margaret Bach, Priscilla B, Bad-
ger, Claire Barnett, Patricia Beckert, Jean Bergerud, Margaret
Re Boeth, Dorothea Bourne, Annc (Constable, Kathleen Cooil,
osamond Draper, Rosemary L. Frank, Joanne Funger, Maric
I\"l bons, Patricia’ Gordon, Georgia Harbison, Harriet  Heck,
ancy 1.. Jalet, Mary Kelley, Geraldine Kirshenbaum, Barbara
{(vl'ﬂ)a,“. Marion Knox, Vera Kovarsky, Isabel Lenkiewicz, Nina
Gii Lihn, Gail Lowman, Amanda MacIntosh, Gaye Mclntosh,
illian  McManus, Clare, Mead, Sara C. Medina, Alexnndrj.\
}lezcy_ Ingrid K. Michaelis, Marguerite Michzels, l)c‘lmr:xh M\gn—.
?(y- Ursula Nadasdy, Nancy Newman, Hilary Ostlere, Sut
Mzg ety, Erika K. Sanchez, Eileen Shields, Raissa Sily rman,
s ichele Stephenson, Betty Suyker, Anne Tan, M:vryjlugmu.
tephanie Trimble, F. Sydnor Vanderschmidt, Susannc S. W :w.h-
urn, Michele Whitney, Nancy Williams, Linda Young, Rose-
marie T. Zadikov.

c PICTURE AND PRODUCTION EDITQRS i -
(harles_ P. Jackson (Chief); John M. Cavanagh, Eugene I CO)‘IS
P yputies). Prctures: Alton L. Clingen, Alan Washburi, Davic
. Wyland. CoLor DirEcToR: Arnold H. Drapkin. ‘CoLoR PROJECT
EEl’f)RT!‘ZRI Andrea Svedberg. PRODUCTION: Burjor Nargolwala,
ll‘wm S. Edelman, Manuel Delgado, Agustin Lamboy, Ausp‘n
etze. PIcTURE RESEARCHERS: Greta Davis, Mary Dunn, :\ll:.u
Dose George, Ursula Hotchner, Evelyn Merrin, Francine iles,
ehorah Pierce, Carol Saner, Nancy L. Smith, iclizabeth Statler.
ASSISTANT ART DIRECTOR: Arturo Cazeneuve.

CORRESPONDENTS
Time-Life News Service

Murray J. Gart (Chief) )
R. ng::m Jackson, Rlolmrt !"nrklcr S;ll)ﬂ):xmw)
. Senior Correspondent: John L. * eele. 5 o
W?shmuton: Hugh Si‘:lcy,ri'l(lwin W:](}oodpﬂslgr. Bonmcji\mzt_l.O.
l'.(\) In J. Austin, Walter Bennett, Jess Cook Jr. Simmons lwn}rﬁmﬁ.
N“Eg&n E. Fischer, Hay= Gorey, Jerry Hannifin, Paul R. Ha”lf\:l“ Ll‘l&‘:
ku] MacNeil, B. William Mader, Lawrence Malkin, Johuw'lu. i
en, Herman Nickel, John F, Stacks, Mark Sullivan, Arlhur‘ 5}!;.;;:
uQ;‘Wm H. Zim. Chicago: Champ Clark, Joseph Boyce, L”
A R. Iker, Frank B, Merrick, Rich Rein, Jacob b'llﬂllll.c‘. i
gfzqeles: Donald Neff, Sandra Burton, Donn I, Dowmngw.”:glm
Sullivan, Timothy Tyler, David A. Whiting, John L. Wi ‘Jr.
ew York: Frank McCulloch, Ted Hall, Alan H. l}_nglunol? Jrie
m()ger Beardwood, Mary Cronin, Peter, Forbath, V!l"'l-}"‘_ : Lfl‘:“
Lo, Douglas Gasner, Hugh D. S. Greenway. .,l“ “Us!. s
§eq"ard Levitt, Richard N. Ostling, Karsten T rnucr.(“ :\}1 =4
mith. Atlanta: Joscph J. Kane, Peter R:mgc..Boston:M,l{‘Lr;,l(Z_“\‘
G.lvy'lerzy"Ski' Barry Hillenbrand, Robert Lewis, Rllth & ton:
alvin. Detroit: Peter Vanderwicken, David DeVoss. Blflﬁ o
E‘%’.!,m_\os, San Francisco: Jesse L. Birnbaum, Patricia & elaney,

villiam F. Marmon Jr. United Nations:

Frederick Gruin.

ondon: Curtis Prendergast, Lansing Lamont, Honog co
C‘li]snsmnhc" P(‘rterﬁelzi:c:’glrsits': W'\illim,;\ Rademackers, Charles R:
Q:.‘“h'ilth, Roland Flamini, Horace Judson, P
ala.mxn W. Cate, Gisela Bolte, George Taber. hn Shaw
'lrket:.kmlolp!x S’ Rauch II1I. Rome: James Beli, Jo ‘E stern
I‘l'ton Wynn. Jerusalem: Marsh Clark, Marlin Levin. am:an:
-ee"(,;p?: Burton Pines. Beirut: Gavin Scott. Mediterrafet ¢
(Sinpages. Moscow: Jerrold L. Schecter. Far East: I‘ou.l:llmn Z.
,a?gan"r“)- Hong Kong: Bruce W. Nelan. Saigon: Jg:‘;‘wlcy w.
¢ Oﬂflll. Robert S, Anson, James Willwerth. Ba ',‘9k°k' e { l}u.—ica:
Jamu - East Airica: John Blashill, Eric Robins. Well Tokyo:
&1\\23\“'(!?{' New Delhi: Dan (‘()uui!k {““ws bhsc)l')tl’l:“fe‘y Ernest
Shi . Reingold, S. Chang, Frank wama. » o:
lllel:,rlcy:.otta wa: Richard L. Duncan, Geoffrey Stevens. Torg::rtlill
r c(l:.s"“'"sv Robertson Cochrane. Montreal: Vincert (Buenos
Ai}-eq)a.lga'yf Ed Ogle. South America: David C. -L'h)c exico
City: | Mo Garcia (Caracas); Kay Huff (Rio de Janeirol e reia
Gauy: Bernard Diederich. News Desks: Rosemary By stration:
ger. Cable Desk: Minnie Magazine Administrs
Lawrence M. Crutcher.
>, EDITORIAL SERVICES —
'll‘dull-*-‘.lv'zl‘:h (Director!, Robert W. Boyd Ir., Peter. Draz, ?{x“lrﬁdl:c‘t
- Fischer, George Kray Dorls O Neil, Frederick L K0P
o

PUBLISHER

Assoe Henry Luce TIT vidson
ASSOCIATE PupLisn: Henry Luc Ralph P. Dayidso
JENERAL M iER Kelso Sutton
;:uomo. ANAGER:, 15 4 svsa = = ook + sime = = 218 5 55 ihard 15,0 Olfc_\;
ROD U100 gt ar
CroRUCTION Dix “Donald J.

z DIRECTOR. . o oo voneanrasssmest®? vy er
"CULATION DirgcTOR. . . . . . o 'Bruce P Sawy

ADVERTISING SALES DIRECTOR

~.....Robert Cs VBm:l_'
el Principal oftice: Rockereller
0.

A letter from
the
PUBLISHER

%@@

N the issue of Feb. 28, 1969,

Time's Essay observed that the
growing incidence of terrorist at-
tacks on airliners, ships, and in-
dividuals and institutions of all
kinds suggested nothing so much
as the Dark Ages, “when the only
safe haven was the castle, with its
great moat, drawbridge and armed
men glaring from the turrets.” That
age of world disorder never seemed
closer than last week during the
Middle East hijackings, when a
small band of fanatics terrorized
hundreds of people, blew up four
planes and held the world at bay.

[ ]

For its cover story on the in-
credible week of piracy and peril,
TiME mobilized dozens of staffers
in the U.S. and abroad. In New
York, the main story was written
by William Doerner, researched by
Sara Medina-and edited by Dayid
Tinnin. They drew on reports from
Washington, Bonn, Geneva, Jeru-
salem and other cities, where TIME
correspondents detailed the inci-
dents as well as the frustrating in-
ability of modern power and di-
plomacy to cope with the hijackers.

The great drama, of course, was
played out on the dusty plain north-
east of Amman, and that was where
Beirut Burcau Chief Gavin Scott
spent much of the week. Scott made
several visits to Dawson’s Field, the
desert flat that the hijackers were us-
ing as their “revolution airstrip.” “It
was a fantastic sight to see the three
jets shimmering against a backdrop
of endless sand,” he reported. The
Palestinian commandos themselves
were in a state of near hysteria.
“There was chaos on our arrival.
Our photographer was relieved of"
his film by a Jeep-load of grisly char-
acters bristling with Soviet weap-
ons. Everybody was ordered out of
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the cars, then everybody back in. A
young guerrilla who was acting as
the information officer shrieked at
us: ‘No pictures! No photographs!
You will be disciplined!” ”

L]

The situation was hardly more
stable in Amman, where Palestinian
commandos and Jordanian troops
were battling in the streets. Stray
mortar, small-arms and machine-
gun fire pummeled the Jordan In-
tercontinental Hotel, which func-
tioned as a journalists’ headquarters
in the capital. Scott, an old hand
in Amman, knew all the survival
rules. “The bathtub is the safest
place to bed down for the night,”
he says. “But when the mortars
start, the corridor is recommended.”
Visitors, he adds, are invariably
“amazed at the hotel's capacity to
absorb fire during the night and
pick up next morning as if nothing
had happened. They just sweep up
the plaster and glass, and break
out the cheese sandwiches.”

At times it seemed as if the
hotel might go the way of the jets
on Dawson’s Field. But it was still
standing at week’s end, when the
last hostages to be released arrived
in Amman and began telling Scott
and other newsmen the tales of
their long confinement under com-
mando guns and the searing sun.

The Cover: Photo montage. From
the top: jetliners at desert airstrip
(by Nik Wheeler); commando press
conference (Wheeler); burning 747
at Cairo (Rachad el Koussy for
NBC News).
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