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A Letter from the Publisher
n spite of its flaws,the American judicial system remains a tru-In spile 01 us naws, ine /\lliciieaiijuuiv.iai iciimiiiaii 11 u-
lydemocratic institution, touching the livesofcitizens in every

walk of life—including journalists. For Report
er-Researcher Alain Sanders, who has a law de
gree from Columbia University Law School, the
call to jury duty came at a particularly inoppor
tune, if apt, moment. Sanders was called by both
the New York State and federal courts while in
the midst of checking this week's cover story on
the U.S. jury system. A former New York City
attorney, Sanders claimed an exemption on the
grounds that he was actively engaged in report
ing and researching the law, even though the ex
clusion clause technically applies only to practic
ing lawyers. Says Sanders: "I would love to have
served, but as a lawyer and journalist I would
probably never have been allowed to sit on a
jury. If lliey accept myexcuse—as it seems they
have—I doubt I'U ever be aslced again."

Washington Correspondent Evan Thomas
found that his own background in law was a def
inite asset when interviewing lawyers and jurors in the capital.
Thomas, who got his law degree from the University of Virgin
ia and wrote Time's Law section from 1978 to 1979, was struck
as he observed a local murder trial by "how emotionally rack
ing jury duty can be for those who serve. One woman juror on

the case burst into tears when it was aU over." Correspondent
Jay Branegan, who logged four years as a court reporter in Illi
nois beforejoining TIME in June, visited those at the other end
of a jury's guilty verdict—convicts in some of the state's tough
est prisons. Correspondent Barbara Dolan, who spoke with ju

rors, lawyers and judges at the New York Su
preme Court in Manhattan, was impressed with
jurors' commitment to justice: "With a few
exceptions, they seem to work very hard, and
most lawyers and judges seem to accept their
verdicts. Nobody wants to think they have made
a mistake."

Senior Writer Otto Friedrich, who wrote the
story, is also well acquainted with the workings
of the law. Friedrich edited Time's Law section
from 1971 to 1973 and from 1975 to 1978, and
wrote about politics and the law for last Febru
ary's American Renewal issue. Says he: "Trial
by jury is perhaps the only time when ordinary
citizens are given the intimate details of a
person's life—and then given the aiiihority to
make a binding judgment." Adds Sanders:
"Most lawcases are basicaUy a matter of simple
common sense.The truth is that most people can

make those common-sense judgments just as well as lawyers
and judges."

Friedrich and Sanders
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