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SPECIAL REPORT: ARTIFICIAL INTELIIGENCE

SOUL IN THE MACHINE
Artificial intelligence isn't just about virtual boys inbig flicb set in
the future. A1 is improving the way we surf, shop, and chat online
now—but whom areyou really chatting with? BY Charles plait

DREAM GIRL
Ourcover babe. Final Fantasy's Aid Ross, seems too good tobetrue.
Actually, she is.The real story ofavirtual star BY BILGE EBIRI

I HEY. ASIMO, BRING ME ABEER!
^ : Today's robots can open doors, read your e-mail to you,

and change the channel on your TV. But will tomorrow's
Rosie still do windows? BY gareth branwyn

I SWAPPED TILL I DROPPED
Hey, want to trade my TouM by an Angel sound track for your hiss
ing Madagascan cockroach? Maybe not, but an estimated S2 billion
in goods changed hands last year on swap sites BY ALAN COHEN

WHY 14-YEAR-OLD JAPANESE GIRLS RULE THE WORLD
Momo the pink e-mail bear, the God of Love, and oudandish out
fits are only part of the story. Meet the techno-sawy teens ofTokyo,

j the living, breathing beta lounge ofyour future BY CHARLES C. MANN

104 ^
EXIT STRATEGY: AN EXCLUSIVE BOOK EXCERPT
The year is 2008, and agroup offormer hackers has an idea that
will revolutionize the"Web. Introducing a new kind ofnovel byone
of the best minds of the Net generation BY DOUGLAS RUSHKOFF
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^ Don't Try to idiot-Proofthe Web Afhnny thing happened on the way

to the forum, but this reader isn't laughing

ROBERT SCHEER ? PRIVACY WATCH
"Trust Us," Said the Wolves to the Hen Big-money corporations rattle
our cage by opposing tough, opt-in privacy laws
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FinalFantasy's Aki Knows...
And She's Not Telling

HOW ARTIFICIAL
intelligence makes
the net smarter
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